
SANSKRIT 9606 – C.I.E. A-LEVEL 2007

MARKING SCHEME

PAPER 1. PRESCRIBED TEXTS

1. The Story of Nala

(i) Ch. 2, verses 18 to 24 (Lanman p. 5, line 21, to p. 6, line 12)

(a) ‘Where, pray, are the warrior heroes ? I see not them coming, (those) dear kings,
my guests.’ Thus addressed by Indra, Nárada replied: ‘Listen to me, O Indra, by
what reason the kings are not seen.’ (6)

(b) (i) ‘of the king of Vidarbha’ 6th-case tatpuruêa compound (2)
(ii) ‘O Slayer of Vala and Vàtra’ 6th-case tatpuruêa with dvandva (2)
(iii) ‘(Those) best of the immortals (or gods)’ 6th or 7th-case tatpuruêa (2) (6)
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˘ ˘This is a éloka (or anuêŒubh). (4)

(ii) Ch. 4, verses 7 to 13 (Lanman p. 10, lines 6 to 19)

(a) ‘For practising an offence to the gods, a mortal goes to death. Rescue me,
O faultless-limbed one. Choose the best of gods. Having attained the gods,
enjoy spotless robes, divine, many-coloured garlands, and excellent ornaments.’ (6)

(b) (i) Agni, who compresses and devours the earth (2);
(ii) Yama, from the fear of whose mace all unite and cultivate righteousness (3);
(iii) Indra, virtuous, great-souled, crusher of demons and titans, chief of gods (3). (8)

[Total: 30/2 = 15 marks]
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2. Hitopadeéa

(i) Lanman p. 24, lines 19 to 23; and p. 25, lines 1 to 7

(a) Presently, the jackal, having come there, stood (and) thought: “Now our sequence
of tricks has borne fruit. The success of my wish too in all probability will emerge.
When he will be cut up, I will necessarily get his bones, covered with flesh and
blood.” But the deer, full of joy having seen him, said: . . . (9)

(b) They are instructive of the principles of good living, statesmanship and the like.
They are easy to memorise, being in verse form.
They encapsulate a story or a theme in a story.
According to the preface, they are meant to instruct princes. (4)

(c) (i) ‘at the royal gate’ – 6th-case tatpuruêa compound
(ii) ‘bound with a firm bond (or firm bonds)’ – 3rd-case tatpuruêa and

karmadháraya (4)

(ii) Lanman p. 39, lines 3 to 15

(a) ‘I should hang by the mouth on a stick held by your beaks. And so I too can go
easily by the strength of your wings.’ The swans said: ‘This is expedient, but:
“A wise man should consider a scheme and also think of the danger. The (young)
cranes of a foolish crane who was looking on, were eaten by the mongooses.” ’ (9)

(b) They should bring fishes and lay them in an orderly row from the mongoose burrow
to the snake’s hole. (2)

(c) ‘from natural enmity’ – 6th-case tatpuruêa (2)

[Total: 30/2 = 15 marks]
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3. Manu

(i) Book 1, verses 31, 81, 83

(a) ‘But for the purpose of the development of the worlds, from his mouth, arms,
thighs and feet he caused to come forth the BráhmaÃas, Kêatriyas, Vaiéyas and
çúdras.’ (6)

(b) Dharma, the Sacred Law, is first four-footed (like a bull) but, as each age gives
way to the next, a foot is lost. (2)

(c) (i) ‘without illness’ – a nañ compound (privative)
(ii) ‘successful in all (their) purposes’ – bahuvrîhi compound
(iii) ‘having a life of four hundred years’ – bahuvrîhi compound (6)

(ii) Book 7, verse 44; and Book 12, verses 118, 125

(a) A king should not expect his subjects to show restraint if he cannot. This would
be hypocritical. Such a discipline would also give him a compassionate under-
standing of the difficulties involved. A previous verse details how thorough the
king should be in investigating the crime and the nature of the offender before
inflicting punishment. (5)

(b) To see all creatures in oneself one could not cheat or harm, for who could do
this to himself or herself ? A similar verse is verse 6 of the ìéá Upaniêad, which
says that, seeing all in oneself and oneself in all, one could not hate. (5)

(c) ‘Who thus sees, through the Self, the Self in all beings, he, having reached
equanimity towards all, attains Brahman, the supreme status.’ (6)

[Total: 30/2 = 15 marks]
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4. Bhagavad Gîtá

(i) Chap. 5, verses 9, 18; and Chap. 6, verse 19

(a) ‘. . . speaking, letting go, holding, opening and closing the eyes –– holding firmly
the thought that the senses move among sense-objects.’ (6)

(b) (i) ‘endowed with knowledge and cultivation’ – 3rd-case tatpuruêa, and dvandva
(ii) ‘in a dog-eater’ – 2nd-case tatpuruêa (4)

(c) Stillness and discipline of mind should be illustrated from the Bhagavad Gîtá and
another Sanskrit text. (4)

(ii) Chap. 16, verses 3, 4, 5

(a) tejas – brightness, energy;
kêamá – forgiveness, patience;
dhàtiä – fortitude, resolution;
éaucam – cleanliness, purity;
adrohaä – lack of ill-will or hatred;
nátimánitá – absence of ego (6)

(b) ‘Hypocrisy, arrogance, pride, anger, harshness and ignorance belong to one who
is born, O son of Pàthá, for a demonic state.’ (8)

(c) vimokêáya – liberation from rebirth
nibandháya – bondage in material form (2)

[Total: 30/2 = 15 marks]
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5. Upaniêads

(i) KaŒha Up. 3 : 5, 8; and 5 : 7

(a) ‘He who has no understanding, whose mind is always unrestrained, his senses
are out of control, as wicked horses are for a charioteer.’ (6)

(b) (i) ‘pure’: His heart, mind and body are clean; his heart clear of
negative emotions, his mind clear of useless thoughts,
and his body free of dirt.

(ii) ‘that status, goal’: This implies the stage beyond reincarnation, which is
immortality or liberation.

(iii) ‘according to deeds’ This implies the fruits of present and previous actions
in this and former births. These reside as patterns and
potencies in the causal heart of the individual. (9)

(ii) Bàhad. Up. 4 : 3 : 1; and 4 : 4 : 14

(a) ‘Yájñavalkya went to Janaka, emperor of Videha. He thought: “I will not talk.”
But when Janaka, emperor of Videha, and Yájñavalkya had discussed the Agnihotra
ceremony, Yájñavalkya had granted Janaka a boon. Janaka chose to ask any question
he wished. Yájñavalkya granted it to him. So the emperor first asked him . . .’ (9)

(b) Janaka asked Yájñavalkya what was the light for a man. The first answer was
the Sun, but when asked ‘What if the Sun has set?’, he said it was the moon. This
progressed through fire and then speech, and finally came to the Self as the ultimate
light for a man. (4)

(c) The ‘Great Destruction’ would be to lose the unlimited and be confined in the
limited, thus losing his infinite blissful nature. (2)

[Total: 30/2 = 15 marks]
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6. çaåkarabháêya on Bhagavad Gîtá

Extract from Commentary on Ch. 2, verse 11.

(a) ‘That being so, seeing no other means for deliverance than knowledge of the Self
for him whose mind was confused as to duty, whose knowledge was false, for
Arjuna, sunk in a great ocean of sorrow, the Lord KàêÃa, desiring through grace to
rescue Arjuna, introducing (the topic) of self-knowledge, said: . . . ’ (6)

(b) (i) introducing a verse, e.g. lines 1 to 4
(ii) explaining words by analysis, e.g. aéocyáä = na éocyáä (line 4)
(iii) giving synonyms to explain a word, e.g. prájñá = buddhi (line 8)
(iv) quoting authoritative scripture, e.g. line 13; etc. etc. (4)

[Total: 10/2 = 5 marks]
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PAPER 2. UNPREPARED TRANSLATION.
UNPREPARED COMPREHENSION AND
PROSE COMPOSITION.

1.

Having heard the words of Janaka, according to the tradition the great sage Viévámitra said to the king:
“Show the bow to Ráma.”

Then King Janaka instructed his counsellors as follows: “Let the divine bow, adorned with fragrant gar-
lands, be brought here.”

The immensely powerful ministers, commanded by Janaka, went into the city and came back preceded
by the bow. Five thousand strong and well-built men somehow pulled that chest mounted on eight
wheels. Taking with them that well-designed iron chest containing that bow, those ministers of the king
said to Janaka, who was like a deity: “This excellent bow, O king, is worshipped by all kings. O ruler
of Mithila, O king of kings, it should be seen if you will.”

The king, having heard their words, made a reverential gesture and said to the great-souled Viévámitra
and to both of those two, Ráma and LakêmaÃa:

“This best of bows has been brought here, O chief of sages. O highly fortunate one, show this to these
two princes.”

Viévámitra, however, with Ráma at his side, having heard Janaka’s speech, said to Ráma: “Child Ráma,
look at the bow!”

[15 marks]

2. (a) Nakula [1], however [1], having said [1] ‘So be it’ [1], and having quickly [1]
climbed [1] a tree [1] . . . [ 1 mark construal ] (8)

(b) eldest [1] brother [1], namely YudhiêŒhira [1] (3)

(c) trees [1] dependent on water [1];
screeching [1] of cranes [1] (4)

(d) ‘of true [1] resolve [1]’; ‘the son [1] of Kuntî [1]’ (4)

(e) ‘He [1] heard [1] a voice [1] from the sky [1].’ [1 mark construal] (5)

(f) answer [1] questions [1] (2)

(g) He fell [1] down [1]. (2)

(h) Sahadeva [1] (1)

(i) brother [1] (1)

[Total: 30/2 = 15 marks]
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3.

¨zInrr|Jye yzSvI nÅp; suyDo n|m|sIt\« s z]u–
i∫yuRfi g ht;« bhvo bN∂v a|gCçNtSy mÅt, dghmpZy=«
tSy zok|F|Nt| ∫|y|RStSy p|dyorptnFoz= Ik, kIr–
Wy|m; k†, Tvy| ivn| jIivtu, zqnm;« y] Tvmis t]
gCç|mhit«

ymo mr~d gvSt|s|, pIrd givt|in ÍuTv| b|lkÂp, ÃTv|vdfig
n|yoRåy, ÃTSno lok ÈZvrSy FIœFv« s ÈZvr;
p|lnivn|zyo; f∫s;« yg sTy, j|niNt tgåinTy, dgh, n
kd|ip zociNt« pu®wo iviv∂|in ∫UthiNêymnoÂp–
zrIr|ˆy|d|y t|in punSTyjit« pu®wStu svRd| fÃit–
v|soiviv≈;«

év, vdNt, b|lk, ÍuTv| nÅpSy bN∂vo ivSmys,pR~|R;
svRm^Sml̀ | hkíåinTymsTy, c fTyv|gCçn\« ¨pd gz, d>v|
ymoåp|gCçt\»

[ 20 marks ]
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PAPER 3. A. SHORT ESSAYS.

and B. either (i) PÄÀINIAN GRAMMAR

or (ii) HIGHER LEVEL PROSE COMPOSITION.

A. Short Essays

8 marks per essay. Candidates are expected to write about 300 words for each of their answers, making
relevant points, and producing a reasoned argument where necessary. Marks should be awarded on the

basis of the following chart.
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EEssssaayy  MMaarrkkss DDeessccrriippttiioonn  ooff  MMaarrkk  CCaatteeggoorriieess

88
Exceptional work.  Excellent ability to organise material, and thorough knowledge and
full consideration of the essay title.  Really articulate and intelligent answers should be
considered in this category even if there are still flaws and omissions.

77
Very good.  Close attention to detail of texts, well structured writing, perceptive use of
illustration, good insight when discussing issues.  Ability to look beyond the immediate
material and to show some wider understanding of underlying themes.

66

Painstaking.  Sound knowledge of texts, mainly relevant.  Some attempt to address the
essay title, showing some understanding.  Possibly not in full control of material; solid
but indiscriminate.  Some conscientious candidates fall into this category: they tend to
write too much as they are reluctant to leave out anything they have learnt.

55
Fair relevance and knowledge.  Better organised than in the 4-mark category: the can-
didate probably understands the demands of the essay title without being able to devel-
op a very thorough response.  Still a fairly simple, black and white approach.  Some
‘learnt’ material but better control and focus than below.

44
Sound, if simple and superficial, knowledge of texts.  Makes assertions without being
able to illustrate or develop points.  Probably still too dependent on memorised odd-
ments but there may be a visible attempt to relate these to the question.

33

Some very basic material but not much sense of understanding or ability to address the
essay title.  Very general, unspecific approach.  Random, bitty structure.  Signs of organ-
isation and relevance should be looked for in case the answer can be considered for 4
marks.

22

Marginally more knowledge than in the 0–1 category.  The candidate may have read the
texts but is probably unable to see beyond half-remembered notes.  Insubstantial; very
little relevance.  May have problems writing fair English and will be unable to express
ideas comprehensibly.  

00--11

No discernible material.  Often very inadequate language.  1 mark in this category is
awarded almost on the basis of quantity, provided there is also a hint of relevance to the
essay title.  It is possible for a candidate to write a whole page demonstrating no knowl-
edge at all (has the candidate read the book?), containing only misunderstood back-
ground facts or very vague general remarks unrelated to the essay title.



B. Either   (i) PáÃinian Grammar option

Essay Questions [only one to be attempted, 8 marks]:

1. Students should identify such categories as sañjná, paribháêá etc., describe them and 
give examples.

2. The system of three types of dhátu strength, three types of suffix, and the use of 
prefixes should be described and demonstrated.

3. The system of avyayîbháva, tatpuruêa, bahuvrîhi etc. should be explained with examples.

Technical Questions [five to be answered, 6 marks each]:

4. In an upadeéa, a basic element of word formation (e.g. dhátu, suffix etc.)  (2),  a nasalised
vowel becomes unseen (2).   Example needed (2).

5. (i) kh, ph, ch, Œh, th, c, Œ, t, k, p, é, ê, s  (2) ;     (ii) é, ê, s (2);     (iii) j, b, g, Ø, d (2)

6. (i) ‘sañyoge guru’ – ‘Before a conjunct consonant a vowel has weight.’  (2)
(ii) ‘vàddhirádaic’ – ‘Vàddhi is the name of long á, ai and au.’  (2)
(iii) ‘adaréanaÒ lopaä’ – ‘Lopa is that which is unseen.’  (2)

7. (i) rámás + bhava >   rámá + ru` + bhava (by ‘sasajuêo ruä’ )  (1)
>   rámá + y + bhava (by ‘bhobhagoaghoapúrvasya yo’éi’ )  (1)
>   rámá + bhava (by ‘lopaä éákalyasya’ )  (1)

(ii) tat + éántiä >   taj + éántiä (by ‘jhaláÒ jaéo’nte’ )  (1)
>   tac + éántiä (by ‘khari ca’ )  (1)
>   tacchántiä (by ‘éaécho’Œi’ )  (1)

8. [ 1/2 mark  for each form: ]
(i) hariÃá,   haribhyám,   haribhiä
(ii) manasi,   manasoä,   manaäsu
(iii) nadyáä,   nadyoä,   nadînám
(iv) dhátáram,   dhátárau,   dhátÇn

9. (i) ráma + Œá >   ráma + ina (1/2) (by ‘Œáåasiåasáminátsyáä’ )  (1)
>   rámeÃa  (1/2) (by ‘ádguÃaä’ )  (1)

(ii) ráma + ám >   ráma + nám  (1/2) (by ‘hrasvanadyápo nuŒ’ )  (1)
>   rámánám  (1/2) (by ‘námi’ )  (1)

10. (i) Œá,  bhyám,  bhis (2)
(ii) åi,  os,  sup (2)
(iii) am,  auŒ,  éas (2)

11. (i) before any vowel (11/2)
(ii) p, ph, b, bh, m  (11/2)
(iii) a short u (11/2)
(iv) an indicatory term that goes (11/2)

12. (i) voiced consonant  (2)
(ii) raised tone  (2)

(iii) of the same family
(through correspondence of mouth
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position and inner effort)  (2)

B. Or (ii) Higher Level Prose Composition

r|m; s|grmıy∫|wt|vdc|ƒ smsê, mm zr G; zowiyWy|im« 
kpy; p|dH; p|r, gimWyNtIit«  

s|gr év jl|dudit„ê|m, fTyvdc|y, mm s¤Lpo y|vTs hn|
smsê, tIrWyit t|vNmkr| n Ik,icTkIrWyiNt kipıyo 
∫PimIrv ∫ivWy|im c«  mm im] t] d|nv|N∫≈o 
nl^St„it«  tSy kpg; z≈yo mhTy;«  s shtu, mmopIr
krotu«  t, ∂|riyWy|im ceit« 

kipr|jpu]o nlo vIr, r|mmhvmvdƒTsmuêf~o≈, tTsTym\« 
svR f f∂|nkpy; k|yRm|r∫Nt|imit« 

r|mSy|Dy| kpyo mh|vn, f|ivzNvÅx|nudhri{çl| a˚nNt|–
Nsmuêm|ny=«  t] nlSy|dgzfn th sgtumk nvRn\«  

dgv| ggn gåit„npZy,Zc yd| th kpy; sgtu, ÃTv| p|rm|–
gCçn\«  s|gr f kipsgny| tI~Rb r|mStIr f it„tgit kpIn|–
D|pyt\«  t.Ir, mRlπljls,pQ~Rm\»

[ 38 marks ]

END
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