
SANSKRIT 9606 – C.I.E. A-LEVEL 2008

MARKING SCHEME

PAPER 1. PRESCRIBED TEXTS

1. The Story of Nala

(i) Ch. 2, verses 12 to 18 (Lanman p. 5, lines 7 to 22)

(a) But at this very time, the two best sages of the gods, great-souled, wandering, went
from this world to Indra’s realm (heaven). Nárada and Parvata, of great wisdom
and great vows, entered the palace of the king of the gods, much honoured. (6)
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This is a éloka (or anuêŒubh). (5)

(c) (i) ‘slayer of Vala and Vàtra (name of Indra)’ 2nd case tatpuruêa with dvandva (2)
(ii) ‘ready to sacrifice their life in battle’ bahuvrîhi compound (2)
(iii) ‘rulers of the earth (kings)’ 6th case tatpuruêa (2) (6)

(ii) Ch. 4, verses 11 to 18 (Lanman p. 10, line 14, to p. 11, line 6)

(a) ‘That virtuous soul, of great soul, crusher of demons and titans, great chief of all gods,
who would not choose that Lord? If you think rightly, let a decision be made without
hesitation, choosing among the world rulers. Listen to this friendly word.’ (6)

(b) (i) ‘confused by tears’ 3rd case tatpuruêa compound (2);
(ii) ‘with a sweet smile’ bahuvrîhi compound (2) (4)

(c) Nala is on an embassy for the gods to sue for the hand of Damayantî in marriage. At
the same time he loves her himself. She reciprocates this love and thinks of a way to
to gain him without compromising his mission for the gods. She will choose him
from among the gods at her svayamvara. (3)

[Total: 30/2 = 15 marks]
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2. Hitopadeéa

(i) Lanman p. 25, lines 6 to 19

(a) The jackal, having repeatedly looked at the net, thought: “As for this deer, he is
bound with a firm bond.” He then said: “The nets are made of sinews; how then on a
Sunday can I touch them with my teeth? Friend, unless you think otherwise, then
tomorrow morning whatever you say will be done by me.” (8)

(b) (i) ‘at evening time’ – 6th case tatpuruêa compound
(ii) ‘delight of the enemy’ – bahuvrîhi compound
(iii) ‘cause for confidence’ – 4th-case tatpuruêa compound (6)

(ii) Lanman p. 35, lines 16 to 21, and p. 36, lines 1 to 8

(a) ‘Therefore, having mounted the summit of the hill, I shall address the chief of the
herd.’ This being done, the chief of the herd said: ‘Who are you? Where have you
come from?’ He replied: ‘I am a messenger sent by the revered Moon.’ The chief
of the herd said: ‘Speak your business.’ Vijaya said: ‘Listen, Chief of the Elephants!’ (8)

(b) (i) ‘hare-marked (moon)’ – bahuvrîhi compound
(ii) ‘reflection of the moon’ – 6th case tatpuruêa compound (4)

(c) The elephant is frightened and leaves with his herd. These stories were devised for
the instruction of princes in statesmanship. They were composed by ViêÃuéarma,
who answered a request from a king whose sons were refusing to learn from their
teachers. ViêÃuéarma proposed teaching through stories. (4)

[Total: 30/2 = 15 marks]
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3. Manu

(i) Book 4, verses 161, 172, 256; Book 6, verse 2

(a) ‘That action which, for the doer, would give rise to inward satisfaction, one
should perform with diligence, but one should shun the opposite.’ (6)

(b) Sinful action performed here is likened to a cow for it does not bear fruit immediately,
as the grass chewed takes a time before it reappears as milk.
or
It is like the earth, which waits for a long while between the time of planting and
the seed germinating and growing to a fruit-bearing plant or tree. (3)

(c) (i) ‘with speech as its root’ bahuvrîhi compound
(ii) ‘wrinkled and grey’ dvandva compound (4)

(d) (i) the student stage, brahmacárin, the student of the Veda who serves his teacher
and remains pure;

(ii) the householder, gàhastha, who supports the other stages through sacrifice etc.;
(iii) the forest-dweller, vánaprastha, who practises austerities and studies the deeper

meanings of the Veda;
(iv) the renunciate, saânyásin, who wanders without desire, his mind on the content of

the Upaniêads. (4)

(ii) Book 7, verses 19, 20; and Book 12, verse 118

(a) ‘After due consideration, that (punishment), properly wielded, makes all people
happy. Without due consideration, but inflicted, it destroys in every way.’ (6)

(b) The weak are likened to fish being cooked on a spit. The simile is used to
illustrate how the strong would treat them if the king was not there to punish
evil-doers. (4)

(c) The verse states that if one sees all (creatures) in one’s self, then one could
intend no wrong, for no one would seek to wrong their own self. (3)

[Total: 30/2 = 15 marks]
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4. Bhagavad Gîtá

(i) Chap. 2, verses 14, 15, 16

(a) (i) ‘giving heat and cold, pleasure and sorrow’ – bahuvrîhi compound with dvandvas
(ii) ‘coming and going’ – bahuvrîhi compound (4)

(b) ‘He, O bull among men, whom these do not afflict, who is the same in pain and
pleasure, that wise (firm) one is fit for immortality.’ (8)

(c) ‘There is no being of the untrue, no non-being of the true.’
That which has no eternal existence cannot really be a permanent reality. That
which is a permanent reality could, in truth, never not be. (4)

(ii) Chap. 7, verses 4 and 5; Chap. 9, verse 27

(a) earth, water, fire, air, ether (space), mind, intellect and egoism. (4)

(b) It is the life-element by which this universe is supported. (2)

(c) ‘Whatever you do, whatever you eat, whatever you offer in sacrifice, whatever
you give, whatever you practise as austerity, O son of Kuntî (Arjuna) do it
as an offering to me.’ (8)

[Total: 30/2 = 15 marks]
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5. Upaniêads

(i) KaŒha Up. 3: 4,5; and Chá. 7: 24: 1

(a) The senses are like horses, their objects the roads. The personal self, with its senses
and mind, is the enjoyer. He who lacks wisdom, his mind unrestrained, his
senses are like wicked horses for a charioteer. (10)

(b) ‘Where one sees nothing else, hears nothing else, understands nothing else, that
is the infinite. But where one sees something else, hears something else,
understands something else, that is the finite (small). Verily, the infinite is
the immortal, the finite the mortal.’ (6)

(ii) Bàhad. Up. 4 : 3 : 6, 7, 14, 15

(a) J: What is the light of a man?
Y: The sun.
J: When the sun has set?
Y: The moon.
J: When sun and moon have set?
Y: Fire.
J: When fire is out?
Y: Speech.
J: When speech has stopped?
Y: Self (5)

(b) Any two appropriate passages from Manu, Bhagavad Gîtá, etc. (4)

(c) ‘He is the person, the light in the heart, comprising knowledge amidst the senses
(organs). All see his play, but no one sees him.’ ‘Lord, I give you a thousand
(cows). Speak further for the sake of liberation.’ (5)

[Total: 30/2 = 15 marks]
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6. çaåkarabháêya on Bhagavad Gîtá

Extract from Commentary on Ch. 13, verse 27.

(a) ‘Where? In all beings from the Creator to a clump of grass, in living beings.
Whom (does he see)? The Supreme Lord with regard to body, senses, mind,
intellect, the unmanifest and the individual self, Him abiding equally in all beings.
He (the Lord) specifies / distinguishes them by the word vinaéyatsu (‘among the
imperishable’). They are perishable, but He, the Supreme Lord, is imperishable. This
is in order to show the complete difference between beings and the Supreme Lord.’ (7)

(b) (i) by quoting relevant scriptural passages;
(ii) by explaining the meaning of compounds;
(iii) by giving synonyms of individual words;
(iv) by discussing the philosophical implications of the text,

sometimes by bringing in imaginary disputants;
(v) by explaining how one verse connects with the next;
(vi) by explaining how the various parts of the text work together

to make a single main point, or a series of them, etc., etc. (3)

[Total: 10/2 = 5 marks]

6

MS Skt. A-level 2008



PAPER 2. UNPREPARED TRANSLATION.
UNPREPARED COMPREHENSION AND
PROSE COMPOSITION.

1.

“Seeing Arjuna, the son of Pàthá, distressed in the forest, when he deserves happiness and not misery,
why are you not angry, O king? O YudhiêŒhira, I am bewildered that your wrath does not blaze up.
Why does your wrath not blaze up at the sight of Arjuna in the forest, who, in a single chariot, vanquished
gods, men and serpents? He, well furnished with amazing kinds of vehicles, horses and elephants, forcibly
seized properties from kings, O scorcher of foes, and can shoot five hundred arrows simultaneously. O
YudhiêŒhira, why does your anger not blaze up, seeing in the forest Nakula, son of Mádrî, who is both
good-looking and heroic?

“At the sight of Sahadeva in the forest, and both your Nakula and Sahadeva in grief, why do you keep
quiet, O king? Assuredly you have no anger, O best of the Bharatas, for, seeing your brothers and myself
in this plight, your mind is not disturbed.

“The warrior who does not show fierceness when the right time comes is always despised by all creatures,
O son of Pàthá. So you should not show any forgiveness at all towards your enemies. For they should be
struck down by your might, of this there is no doubt.”

[15 marks]

2. (a) teacher [1], father [1], and mother [1] (3)

(b) ‘and [1] the teacher [1] gives [1] wisdom [1], therefore [1] he [1] is said [1]
to be venerable [1]’ [1 mark construal] (9)

(c) VasiêŒha’s [1] bidding [1] (2)

(d) ‘carrying out [1] the words [1] of Bharata [1] who is pleading
with you [1]’ [1 mark construal] (5)

(e) the subsistence [1] for a son [1] given by [1] mother and father [1] (4)

(f) ‘according [1] to their power [1]’ (avyayîbháva [1]) (3)

(g) ‘by speaking [1] kindly [1]. (2)

(h) His father’s [1] instruction [1]. (2)

[Total: 30/2 = 15 marks]
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3.

tto mh|Ö|Mbv|NhnumNtmvdfi f mh|vIr ∫v|Nv|nr|Nmoxiytu,
zqoit« n kiÛdNy; zi≈m|N∫v|Nthw|mu.m, im]{c«
t|{çUr|Ns Iink|Ná|dytv ∫v|n\« tyomRNd∫|Gynryo r|m–
lXm~yovR/~|NsuS†|Nkrotv ∫v|n\«

smuê, tITv|R prm|clmnuf|Pnotu ∫v|n\« t]Owi∂pvRt,
êXyit ∫v|n\« h g v|nrÍ f„ ∫v|ng/ aow∂IvR∂Rm|n|
lPSyt îit«

j|Mbvt ét|in vcn|in ÍuTv| hnum|Nbls,pU~R;« td|
v|yupu]o idVyiz˚r, fit ggn ¨dptt\« m|gRe soå
cl|N˚gg~|{jl|zy|ndIivRz|l|in ngr|ˆy∂St|dpZyt\«

aicr f~ soåclr|j|nm|gCç.|ps|Ím|npZyCc« aow∂yo
hnum|nSm|Nf|Ptum|gt îit D|Tv|dÅZy| a∫vn\«

tdnNtrmcliz˚r, gÅhITv| hnumt| iz˚r, ∫Gnm\»

[ 20 marks ]
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PAPER 3. A. SHORT ESSAYS.

and B. either (i) PÄÀINIAN GRAMMAR

or (ii) HIGHER LEVEL PROSE COMPOSITION.

A. Short Essays

8 marks per essay. Candidates are expected to write about 300 words for each of their answers, making
relevant points, and producing a reasoned argument where necessary. Marks should be awarded on the
basis of the following chart.

9

MS Skt. A-level 2008

EEssssaayy  MMaarrkkss DDeessccrriippttiioonn  ooff  MMaarrkk  CCaatteeggoorriieess

88
Exceptional work.  Excellent ability to organise material, and thorough knowledge and
full consideration of the essay title.  Really articulate and intelligent answers should be
considered in this category even if there are still flaws and omissions.

77
Very good.  Close attention to detail of texts, well structured writing, perceptive use of
illustration, good insight when discussing issues.  Ability to look beyond the immediate
material and to show some wider understanding of underlying themes.

66

Painstaking.  Sound knowledge of texts, mainly relevant.  Some attempt to address the
essay title, showing some understanding.  Possibly not in full control of material; solid
but indiscriminate.  Some conscientious candidates fall into this category: they tend to
write too much as they are reluctant to leave out anything they have learnt.

55
Fair relevance and knowledge.  Better organised than in the 4-mark category: the can-
didate probably understands the demands of the essay title without being able to devel-
op a very thorough response.  Still a fairly simple, black and white approach.  Some
‘learnt’ material but better control and focus than below.

44
Sound, if simple and superficial, knowledge of texts.  Makes assertions without being
able to illustrate or develop points.  Probably still too dependent on memorised odd-
ments but there may be a visible attempt to relate these to the question.

33

Some very basic material but not much sense of understanding or ability to address the
essay title.  Very general, unspecific approach.  Random, bitty structure.  Signs of organ-
isation and relevance should be looked for in case the answer can be considered for 4
marks.

22

Marginally more knowledge than in the 0–1 category.  The candidate may have read the
texts but is probably unable to see beyond half-remembered notes.  Insubstantial; very
little relevance.  May have problems writing fair English and will be unable to express
ideas comprehensibly.  

00--11

No discernible material.  Often very inadequate language.  1 mark in this category is
awarded almost on the basis of quantity, provided there is also a hint of relevance to the
essay title.  It is possible for a candidate to write a whole page demonstrating no knowl-
edge at all (has the candidate read the book?), containing only misunderstood back-
ground facts or very vague general remarks unrelated to the essay title.



B. Either   (i) PáÃinian Grammar option

Essay Questions [only one to be attempted, 8 marks]:

1. kàt, taddhita, vibhakti . . .  

2. sañjñá, paribháêá, vidhi, adhikára, pratiêedha, niyama . . . 

3. Mark accordingly.

Technical Questions [five to be answered, 6 marks each]:

4. Mark accordingly.

5. (i) nadyá, nadîbhyám, nadîbhiä;
(ii) dhátre, dhátàbhyám, dhátàbhyaä
(iii) jñáninaä, jñánibhyám, jñánibhyaä
(iv) harau, haryoä, hariêu

6. (i) the aghoêa consonants
(ii) the five short (hrasva) vowels
(iii) j, b, g, Ø, d

7. In place of jhal consonants at the end of a pada there are the nearest jaé consonants.

8. (i) upaniêat ca >  upaniêad ca (by‘jhaláñ jaéo’nte’ )
>   upaniêaŒ ca (by ‘khari ca’ )
>   upaniêac ca (by ‘stoä écuná écuä’ )

(ii) vane iti > vanay iti (by ‘eco’yaváyávaä’ )
>   vana iti (by ‘lopaä éákalyasya’ )

9. (i) á, ai, au  –  ‘vàddhirádaic’
(ii) elision or ‘non-seeing’  –  ‘adaréanaâ lopaä’
(iii) conjunct consonant  –  ‘halo’nantaráä sañyogaä’

10. (i) ráma + bhyas  > rámebhyaä  –  ‘bahuvacane jhalyet’
(ii) ráma + åas  > rámasya  –  ‘Œáåasiåasáminátsyáä’
(iii) ráma + åi  > ráme  – ‘ádguÃaä’

11. (i) åe, bhyám, bhyas  –  4th
(ii) am, auŒ, éas –  2nd
(iii) åi, os, sup –  7th

12. (i) optative  –  paéyet ‘should see’
(ii) imperfect  –  apaéyat ‘saw’
(iii) imperative  –  paéyatu ‘see!’
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B. Or (ii) Higher Level Prose Composition

a∂un| d|®k; ÃW~Sy sUtStmNvFCçt\«  ÃW~Sy m|l|y|; 
sugN∂ gn s ÃW~ml∫t«  t^SmNdgzg ÃW~ ¨piv∑;«  s
f∫u, ÃW~, vÅxSy|∂St|dupiv∑mpZyt\«  ÃW~; zS] Gr|vÅt;« 
tflÅÇ| d|®k; sm|Plut∫i≈inmGno mh|nNd gn r†|dvtIyR|Íu–
pU~Rn g]; ÃW~Sy p|dyorptt\«  

soåvd*gvTs,ghIno r|]ItmSyStimth cNê îv svRmn; –
z|iNtrIhtoåhm\«  

yd| sUto d|®k évmvd.d| ÃW~Sy idVyo r† ØÎvRm–
gCçt\«  étTsvì dÅÇ| sUto ivSmy|knloåit„t\«  

ÃW~Stmvdfi g sUt √|rk|, gCç«  t] svRdıyo bN∂uıyo
åSmTk nln|z, mlOIkkjIvnh|in, c invfdy«  n kZcn
t^Smngr f it„ft\«  tifi smuêg~ inmGn, ∫ivWyit«
Tv|muiflZy ∂mì kn® D|ng fiti„to ∫v svì s‹, Tyj c«
ivZv, mm m|ygit ivifi«  z|Nt; zokhInÛ it„»

[ 38 marks ]  

END
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