SANSKRIT 9606 - C.ILE. A-LEVEL 2009

MARKI HEME

PAPER 1. PRESCRIBED TEXTS

(i)

The Story of Nala

Ch. 1, verses 11 to 17 (Lanman p. 2, lines 6 to 19)

(a) Now when she had come to maturity, hundreds of servants and friends attended
upon her, who was adorned as though she were Saci, wife of Indra. There the
daughter of Bhima (Damayanti), adorned with every ornament, of faultless limbs,
shone amidst her friends like lightning born of rainclouds.

(b)V—V—V———/—V—VV—V—

V——VV——V/———VV—V—

This is a Sloka (or anustubh).

(¢c) (i) ‘tiger among men’ karmadharaya (upamana) or a bahuvrihi (2)
(ii) ‘desire for the unseen’ 4th case tatpurusa (2)

Ch. 5, verses 13 to 19 (Lanman p. 13, line 15, to p. 14, line 5)

(a) ‘Thus thinking, the daughter of the emperor of Vidarbha (Damayanti) was very
unhappy. Thinking, O Bharata (Yudhisthira), of the divine characteristics of which
she had heard, her thoughts were: “The divine characteristics | heard from the
elders, I see not one of these in those standing here on the ground.” ’

(b) (i) ‘the time had come’ karmadharaya compound (2);
(ii) ‘king of the Nisadha people’ 6th case tatpurusa compound (2)

(c) She prays to the gods who, seeing her sincerity, display their divine
characteristics so that she was able to distinguish them from Nala.

®)

€))

C))

®

“
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[Total: 30/2 = 15 marks]
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2. Hitopadesa

@) Lanman p. 17, lines 1 to 8

(a) ‘Learning is indeed the best of all things, it is said, due to its ever being
irremoveable, priceless and indestructible. Two knowledges, those of
arms and of scripture, are both for acquisition, but the first is cause

for laughter in old age, whereas the second always brings honour.’ (6]
(b) (i) ‘the finding of friends’ — 2nd case tatpurusa compound
(ii) ‘separation from friends’ — 5th case tatpurusa compound )

(c) They are verses lauding education, and the work as a whole is an educational
treatise first composed to interest some princes whose father was despairing of
their ever learning. Its reputed author, VisnuSarma, framed the lessons he wished
to teach in stories, making the work attractive to the errant princes. A3)

(ii) Lanman p. 26, lines 12 to 24

(a) (i) ‘cause for confidence’ - 4th case tatpurusa compound
(ii) ‘with a cudgel in his hand” —  bahuvrihi compound @)

(b) ‘O deer, my friend, showing yourself as if dead, with belly full of air and legs
stiffened, so remain. When I make a sound then, quickly getting up, flee.” Just so, in
accordance with the crow’s word, the deer waited. Then the farmer saw him with
eyes large with joy. (6)

(¢) The jackal had hoped to eat the deer by causing its death by the farmer, so it
is just that he instead is killed by the farmer. 2)

(d) There are four sections. Each of these sections is a series of stories which
interlock. Another story is often brought in at a point of crisis. Hence a pattern
develops of stories within stories. 3)

[Total: 30/2 = 15 marks]
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(ii)

Manu

Book 1, verses 7, 8,9, 21 and 26

(a) ‘He who is perceived by that which is beyond the senses, who is subtle, unmanifest,
ancient, comprising all beings, unthinkable, even He shone forth of himself.
In the beginning, He, having meditated, desirous of emitting beings of

various sorts from his own body, created even the waters and in those cast his seed.’ t))

(b) (i) ‘of the same splendour as the thousand-eyed sun’  bahuvrihi compound
(ii) ‘with the pairs, pleasure and pain and the rest’ dvandva compound (6)

Book 7, verses 3, 16; and Book 12, verses 6, 118
(a) Kings were created for the protection of all. 2)

(b) He should look into the place and time, the ability and knowledge of the
offender; he should look carefully; he should punish those behaving unjustly;

and punish according to their desert. 5)
(¢) (i) ‘irrelevant chatter’ karmadharaya compound
(ii) ‘consisting of speech’ an adjective €))

(d) ‘Attentively, one should see all, both the real and the unreal, in the Self, for seeing
all in the Self a man sets his mind/heart on no wrongdoing/injustice.’ 5)

[Total: 30/2 = 15 marks]
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4. Bhagavad Gita

@) Chap. 2, verses 20, 24, 54

(a) ‘It is not born and does not ever die; once having been it never ceases to be;
it is unborn, eternal, constant and ancient; it is not slain when the body is
slain. It is not cut, burnt, wetted or dried. It is perpetual, all-pervading, stable,
immoveable and everlasting.’ (t))]

(b) He asks about the man of steady wisdom, what is his description, how does he speak,
sit and walk. There is ample material from which to draw for the second part of
the question, e.g., he abandons desires, he is free from fear, is content in himself, etc. 7)

(ii) Chap. 10, verses 31, 38; Chap. 18, verse 73

(a) ‘Of purifiers, I am the wind; of weapon-wielders, I am Rama; of fish, I am
the shark/crocodile; of rivers, the Ganges.
‘Of punishers, I am the sceptre/discipline; of those who seek victory, I am

statesmanship; of secrets, I am silence; [ am the wisdom of the wise.’ (7)
(b) (i) ‘from your grace’ 5th/6th case tatpurusa compound
(ii) ‘of dispelled doubt’ bahuvrihi compound @)

(c) As ahuman he is a prince. As an incarnation he is the Lord. He is Arjuna’s
friend. He is the Lord Visnu. He is the Self. )

[Total: 30/2 = 15 marks]

MS Skt. A-level 2009



S. Upanisads

(i) Katha Up. 2: 1 and 5: 7; Mandukya Up. verse 1

(a) ‘Different is the good, and different again is the pleasant. These two, with
differing purposes, bind a man. Of these two, it is well for him who takes hold
of the good, but he who chooses the pleasant, fails in his aim.
‘Some souls enter into a womb for embodiment; others enter stationary objects
according to their deeds and according to their thoughts.’ )

(b) This syllable is all this, all that is past, present and future, and whatever else
is beyond the three times. €))

(c) This is accomplished through purification, through knowledge, through
seeing all as oneself etc etc. 4

(ii) Brhad. Up. 4 : 4 : 23,25

(a) ‘He who knows it as such becomes self-controlled, calm, withdrawn, enduring
and collected, and sees the Self in himself, sees all as the Self. Evil does not
overtake him, but he overtakes all evil. Evil does not burn him but he burns all
evil. He becomes sinless, taintless, free from doubt, and a Brahmana (knower
of Brahman). This is the world of Brahman, O Emperor, and you have gained it.’ (6]

(b) (i) list of adjectives (santo danta . . . ); (ii) inversion (nainam papma tarati . . . );
(iii) repetition of sound (vipapo virajo’ vicikitso . . . ) etc. @)

(c) He gives Yajnavalkya his kingdom, and himself as his servant. He values this
knowledge so highly because he knows that it will bring him immortality. 2)

[Total: 30/2 = 15 marks]
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Saflkarabhﬁsya on Bhagavad Gita

Extract from Commentary on Ch. 2, verse 11.

(a) ‘The idea is “like a madman you show in yourself this foolishness and wisdom
which are mutually contradictory. For those from whom breaths have gone and are
called dead, and for those whose breaths have not departed, the living, the knowers
of the Self do not grieve.”’ 7

(b) Quoting scriptures, defining words, giving synonyms, analysing compounds, etc. A3)

[Total: 10/2 =5 marks]
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PAPER 2. UNPREPARED TRANSLATION.
UNPREPARED COMPREHENSION AND
PROSE COMPOSITION.

1.

“These hosts of gods in heaven, along with sages, seeing you killed in battle, cry out delighted. Now,
surely, the monkeys, highly excited at having achieved their aim here, will scale on all sides the gates of
Lanka, which are difficult to climb. I have no more business with my kingdom. What shall I do with Sita?
I have no more joy in life now that I am deprived of Kumbhakarna. If I do not kill in
combat Rama, who killed my brother, certainly death will be better for me, and not this useless life. This
very day I shall go to that region where my younger brother is. Indeed, abandoning my
brothers, I could not bear to live for an instant. Surely the gods will laugh when they see me, who has
acted wrongly in the past. How shall I defeat Indra, O Kumbhakarna, now that you have been killed? The
good advice that I received, from that great soul Vibhisana, through ignorance was not taken up by me.
Ever since Kumbhakarna and Prahasta were so cruelly destroyed, the words of Vibhisana have made me
ashamed. This is the grievous result of that action of mine, when I threw out that righteous, blessed,
Vibhisana.”

[15 marks]
2. (a) the door-keepers [1] )]
(b) ‘of beautiful [1] eyes [1]° (bahuvrihi [1]) 3)
(c) clean [1] and very charming [1] 2)
(d) closed [1] his eyes [1] 2)
(e) ‘I greet[1] you [1] by bowing down my head [1], O best [1]
of the most excellent [1] Apsaras [1].” [I mark construal] (7)
(f) ‘What [1] is your command [1]? 2)
(g) ‘My [1] mind [1] is attracted [1] by your [1] qualities [1].” [I mark construal] (6)
(h) He covers [1] his ears [1] with his hands [1]. 3)
(i) the wife [1] of his teacher [1], then Kunti [1], and Saci [1] )

[Total: 30/2 = 15 marks]
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The son of the wind, / Hanuman, / returned / to Lanka / and entered / the A$oka
grove. / There / he beheld / Sita / sitting / full of sorrow / at the foot of a tree /
in the midst of demonesses. /

Sita remained / in silence / but, / seeing / Hanuman, / became / joyful / at heart.
/ The son of the wind / said: /

“Q sita, / Rama / is well, / as also / Laksmana. / His purpose / is
accomplished. / His enemy / is slain. / With the help / of monkeys, / and of
his skilled / and wise brother, / Laksmana, / Rama / conquered / Ravana. / Do
not fear / now. / Vibhisana / is king / of Lanka.” /

Hearing this, / Sita / could not / utter / a single word. /
Hanuman / continued: /

“With your permission / I shall now slay / all those / demonesses / who / for-
merly / tormented / you / in your misfortune.” /

But Sita, / reflecting, / respectfully said: / “A pure / being / does not render /
evil / for evil. / The ornament / of the virtuous / is their conduct. / A great
soul / will always show / compassion.” /

Each section carries 2 marks for vocabulary and grammar, giving a maximum of 150 marks. This total
is then divided by ten, giving a total out of 15. A mark out of 5, for style, idiom and general impression,
is then added to this total. The following guidance is given for the awarding of marks for style.

Style Marks Description of Style Mark Categories
5 Fluent and idiomatic.
4 Judicious recasting of the English with fair choice of vocabulary mostly in accor-

dance with Sanskrit idiom.

3 Some attempt to move beyond the literal to an idiomatic rendering of the text through
use of grammatical structures.

2 Some evidence of the use of idiom, e.g. connectives, word order.
1 Very literal translation with only an occasional attempt to capture Sanskrit idiom.
0 Very literal translation with no attempt to capture Sanskrit idiom.
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Model answer:

T EASET YN Wawd | o |
TWYUIT HIAT F291E TEEET T IUEgHIS |

Tiar A=sfagd | &9 39T @ |7 Jesfm)
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9
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P

[ 20 marks |
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PAPER 3. A.  SHORT ESSAYS.
and B.  either (i) PANINIAN GRAMMAR
or (ii) HIGHER LEVEL PROSE COMPOSITION.

A. Short Essays

8 marks per essay. Candidates are expected to write about 300 words for each of their answers, making
relevant points, and producing a reasoned argument where necessary. Marks should be awarded on the
basis of the following chart.

Essay Marks Description of Mark Categories

Exceptional work. Excellent ability to organise material, and thorough knowledge and
full consideration of the essay title. Really articulate and intelligent answers should be
considered in this category even if there are still flaws and omissions.

Very good. Close attention to detail of texts, well structured writing, perceptive use of
7 illustration, good insight when discussing issues. Ability to look beyond the immediate
material and to show some wider understanding of underlying themes.

Painstaking. Sound knowledge of texts, mainly relevant. Some attempt to address the
6 essay title, showing some understanding. Possibly not in full control of material; solid
but indiscriminate. Some conscientious candidates fall into this category: they tend to
write too much as they are reluctant to leave out anything they have learnt.

Fair relevance and knowledge. Better organised than in the 4-mark category: the can-
5 didate probably understands the demands of the essay title without being able to devel-
op a very thorough response. Still a fairly simple, black and white approach. Some
‘learnt’ material but better control and focus than below.

Sound, if simple and superficial, knowledge of texts. Makes assertions without being
4 able to illustrate or develop points. Probably still too dependent on memorised odd-
ments but there may be a visible attempt to relate these to the question.

Some very basic material but not much sense of understanding or ability to address the
3 essay title. Very general, unspecific approach. Random, bitty structure. Signs of organ-
isation and relevance should be looked for in case the answer can be considered for 4
marks.

Marginally more knowledge than in the O—1 category. The candidate may have read the
) texts but is probably unable to see beyond half-remembered notes. Insubstantial; very
little relevance. May have problems writing fair English and will be unable to express
ideas comprehensibly.

No discernible material. Often very inadequate language. 1 mark in this category is
awarded almost on the basis of quantity, provided there is also a hint of relevance to the
essay title. It is possible for a candidate to write a whole page demonstrating no knowl-
edge at all (has the candidate read the book?), containing only misunderstood back-
ground facts or very vague general remarks unrelated to the essay title.

0-1
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B. Either (i) Paninian Grammar option

Essay Questions [only one to be attempted, 8 marks]:

1. Answer should discuss the use of pratyaharas, family groups (e.g. tif etc.), specific
lengths of vowels (final ‘t”), lakara names for the verbs, etc. etc.

2. Answer should discuss fixed meaning of endings, prefixes, roots, krdanta, taddhita etc. etc.

3. samjia etc.

Technical Questions [five to be answered, 6 marks each]:
4. (a) the voiced (ghosa) consonants, (b) the vowels, (c¢) ch, th, th, c, t, t
5. (a) presenttense, (b) t, th,d, dh,n, (c) longa
6. Accept any reasonable explanations.
7. (a) dhataram, dhatarau, dhatrn
(b) harina, haribhyam, haribhih

(c) sitayah, sitabhyam, sitabhyah
(d) namni, namnoh, namasu

8. (a hare iSvarah > harayiSvarah (by ‘eco’yavayavah’)
> hara iSvarah  (by ‘lopah sakalyasya’)
(b) ramat saram > ramad Saram (by ‘jhalam jaso’nte’)

> ramat Saram > (by ‘khari ca’)
> ramat charam > (by ‘Sascho’ti’)
> ramaccharam > (by ‘stoh scuna scuh’)
9. Accept any suitable answers.
10. (a) nasi, bhyam, bhyas — 5th
(b) nas, os, am — 6th
(¢) am, aut, Sas — 2nd

11. Accept suitable answers.

12. Accept suitable answers.
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Or (ii) Higher Level Prose Composition

For the liberation / of his father, / Krsna went / to the city of Mathura. / He
killed / his enemy, Kamsa, / by throwing him / down from his throne. /

He knew / all the scriptures / after hearing them / once from a sage. / As a
gift / to his teacher, / Krsna saved / the sage’s son / from the belly / of a
demon. /

Many kings / assembled, / attracted by the beauty / of a princess, /all/
desiring / her as a wife. / Krsna / took her away, / and married her. /

At the end / of the great battle / of Kuruksetra, / Krsna said: /

‘There remain / large armies / in this world. / They will be destroyed / by
fighting with each other.” /

Thereafter / Krsna ruled, / and lived / in a great city, / showing / to others /
the way of piety. /

One day, / however, / Krsna’s relatives / insulted / some sages, / who / then /
pronounced / a curse. / After a time, / Krsna’s family / ate a meal / and
drank / much wine. / They finally / killed each other. /

Krsna sat / under a tree / on the bank / of a river / in deep meditation. /
Uddhava, / Krsna’s friend, / found him there. / Krsna said / to Uddhava: /

“This is / your last birth. / I shall now / reveal to you / the highest knowledge.” /

Srimad Bhagavatam (adapted)

Each section of the passage carries 2 marks maximum for vocabulary and grammar, giving a
maximum of 150 marks for the whole text. This total is then divided by 5, giving a total out of
30. A mark out of 8, for style, idiom and general impression, is then added to this total. The chart
on the next page gives guidance on awarding marks for style.
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Style Marks Description of Style Mark Categories
8 Fluent and idiomatic.
7 Judicious recasting of the English with fair choice of vocabulary mostly in accor-
dance with Sanskrit idiom.

556 Some attempt to move beyond the literal to an idiomatic rendering of the text through
} use of grammatical structures.

3-4 Some evidence of the use of idiom, e.g. connectives, word order.

1-2 Very literal translation with only an occasional attempt to capture Sanskrit idiom.
0-1 Very literal translation with virtually no attempt to capture Sanskrit idiom.

Model answer:

TR HEE FOI ARSI | W9 BH
TAIGTHES o SaITeyd |

AT HFGT: FedT aql=T HANOT o T |
FOET: Yo THHCEIGREAT SUREEHH |

FEal I AT SOUTFET: HANRE | O HY
ar UNUqHS | FORAHITEIAT JUOToT |

FERAAFEEGR FONSTEaHG 1% FEEHTEg i |

FUIYgA dr 8T HiTS=IT |

qd: FON THH FHe L STHT |
HaEYU |

TSR] JHART -

TFET T - PO SJHIESTAr: | O /I

[continues next page]
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[continued]

JNUHGS | ER0T FOR §7J4] HI-HERESg
AANE | Addsd W SqIeyH |

PO FHETIT TARAN TN IUMEAA | O
PO HAHZIEAHGHT | FOT IgaHdaies ddii=aH
T AR PUHAH ST SIS

[ 38 marks ]

END
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