
CAMBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL EXAMINATIONS
International General Certificate of Secondary Education

SANSKRIT –– Option A

SPECIMEN PAPER 1. Translation and Set Text

Time: 2 hours

Instructions to Candidates -______________________________________________________________________________

Answer ALL questions.

Write your answers in the Answer Book provided.

Information for Candidates______________________________________________________________________________

In Sanskrit passages, underlined words are glossed.

The marks for the various parts of questions are shown in brackets: e.g. [2].

You are reminded of the importance of accurate spelling, punctuation, grammar and orderly
presentation in your answers.

This paper has four questions.
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Passage for Comprehension

1. Read through the following passsage carefully. Do not write out a translation, but
answer the questions which follow. Your answers should be in English, with Sanskrit
names in transliteration.

A teacher tests his pupils, and finds that only one of them has understood his words.

ékd| f|D; gu®; izWy|n\ avdt\ hf izWy|;
aSm|km\ ∂nm\ n aiSt« tSm|t\ jngıy; ∂nm\
coryt« n k; ict\ yuWm|n\ êXyit îit«
izWy|; avdn\ ngrSy m|gRewu gimWy|m; bhu ∂nm\
jngıy; coriyWy|m; c« ék; izWy; tu n Ikm\ 5

ict\ avdt\« gu®; knipt; îv ∫UTv| tm\
aFozt\ knt; Tvm\ n Ikm\ ict\ vdis îit«
izWy; fTyvdt\ yId ahm\ jngıy; ∂nm\ cory|im
tIhR ahm\ év tm\ a∂mRm\ êXy|im« a|Tmn|
svRm\ dÅ∑m\ îit« tt\ ÍuTv| gu®; atIv s,tu∑; 10

a∫vt\« s; avdt\ Tvm\ év mm Íf„; izWy;«
mm vcn|in Tvy| avgt|in îit»

corayati steals tman by oneself
drakyati will see satua (mfn) contented
na ka cit no one reha (mfn) best
na ki cit nothing avagata (mfn) understood
adharma (m) unlawful action
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(a) How is the teacher described in line 1? [1]

(b) What does the teacher say about their financial situation in line 2? [3]

(c) What does the teacher command his pupils to do? (lines 2 and 3) [3]

(d) Translate ‘nagarasya mrgeu gamiyma’. (line 4) [4]

(e) How many pupils said nothing at first? (lines 5 and 6) [1]

(f) Translate ‘kupita iva bhtv tam akroat’. (lines 6 and 7) [6]

(g) What question does the teacher ask in line 7? [4]

(h) In lines 9 and 10, on what basis does the pupil question the teacher’s instruction? [3]

(i) How is the teacher described after hearing this question? (line 10) [1]

(j) How does the teacher praise his pupil in lines 11 and 12? [4]

[Total: 30 marks]

________________________________________________________________________________________
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2. Translate the following sentences into English:

(a) aNtg tSy f|DSy nÅpSy angk|; ∫|y|R; a|sn\« [2]

(b) s; πl|in gÅhm\ a|nyt\ t|in a˚|dt\ c« [2]

(c) td| r|jgÅhSy smIp f puWp|i~ ggn|t\ aptn\« [2]

(d) s| su˚hn avdt\ vym\ ngrm\ gimWy|m; îit« [2]

(e) icrf~ kip; av∂Rt acl|t\ Plvnm\ akrot\ c« [2]

(f) t^Smn\ vÅxh bhv; suNdr|; ˚g|; aSm|i∫; dÅ∑|;« [2]

(g) nrm\ a|gMy tg aFozn\ aSm|n\ Vy|p|dy îit« [2]

(h) mm pu]|; tgn ht|; îit Tvm\ vIdWyis« [2]

(i) sTym\ vd|m; îit ¨IdTv| knipt|; n|yR; agCçn\« [2]

(j) vIr; r|jpu]; fblín is,hfn sh vnm\ a|gimWyit« [2]

[Total: 20 marks]

3. (a) Transliterate the following sentences into Roman script:

(i) t] fƒuMn; Ivz|lín mTSygn ˚|Idt;« [3]

(ii) s; r|xsgn sh yufim\ akrot\« [2]

(iii) svReıy; lokíıy; ˚g|; jl|zym\ a|gCçn\« [3]

(iv) tO h,sO b/˜d.gn Ivzgwt; pUijtO« [2]

(b) Convert the following sentences into devanágarî script:

(i) munin saha rma arayam agacchat. [3]

(ii) vane bahava aya rameu avasan. [3]

(iii) sarve nicar hat nirgat v. [2]

(iv) atva sundar kany st nma. [2]

[Total: 20 marks]
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SET TEXT – MAHBHRATA (adapted)

Passage for Comprehension

4. Read carefully through the following two Sanskrit passages A and B. Do not write out a
translation but answer the questions which follow each passage. Your answers should be in
English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

A.

p|ˆœv|n|m\ gu®; êo~; n|m« êo~; atIv s|∂u; gu®;
a|sIt\« svRSm|t\ lok|t\ izWy|; tm\ D|innm\ a|gtvNt;«
ékd| ék; inw|d; éklVy; n|Mn| ∂ImNtm\ êo~m\ a|gtv|n\«
êo~; tu éklVym\ avdt\ gCç inw|d ahm\ tv gu®; n
∫ivWy|im îit« éklVy; vnm\ agCçt\ t] c êo~Sy 5

mUitRm\ akrot\« mUtRc; smIp f éklVy; zr|n\ pun; pun;
IxPtv|n\« aicrf~ s; atIv knzl; a∫vt\« t^Smn\
év k|lí p|ˆœv|; kOrv|; c vnf mÅgm\ anu∂|viNt Sm«
tgw|m\ knKknr; éklVySy smIp f gtv|n\« éklVym\
dÅÇ| knKknr; aFozt\« t^Smn\ év x~e éklVyen sPt 10

zr|; knKknrSy a|Sye ixPt|;«

(a) Who was Droa? (line 1) [2]

(b) Translate ‘sarvasmt lokt iy tam jñninam gatavanta’. (line 2) [4]

(c) What is a nida? (line 3) [1]

(d) Translate ‘gaccha nida aham tava guru na bhaviymi’. (lines 4 and 5) [4]

(e) How did Ekalavya respond in lines 5 and 6? [2]

(f) Translate ‘tasmin eva kae ekalavyena sapta ar kukkurasya
sye kipt’. (lines 10 and 11) [5]

(g) Complete the story of ‘Droa’s fee’ in detail in your own words.
Is Droa’s response to Ekalavya justified? Write about 100 words in total. [5]
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B.

r|j| yui∂i„r; duyoR∂ngn FIœ|y|m\ ijt;« r|D; yui∂i„rSy
bhü ∂nm\ bhv; r†|; suNdr|; aZv|; s|∂v; sgvk|;
Ivz|l|; gj|; c duyoR∂ngn ijt|;« aNtg p|ˆœv|n|m\
∫|y|R êOpdI n|m aIp tgn ijt|« zufi| êOpdI
du;z|sngn kízF; gÅhIt| duyoR∂nm\ fit a|nIt| c« 5

êOpdI aSm|km\ sgvk| ∫IvWyit îit du;z|sn;
s^Smtm\ ¨≈v|n\« tt\ ¨IdTv| du;z|sn; êOpƒ|;
vS]m\ akwRyt\« tm\ a∂mRm\ dÅÇ| svR c s|∂v; jn|;
arodn\« hf ÃW~ m|m\ rx îit ∫It| êOpdI aFozt\«
êOpƒ|; vS]m\ anNtm\ a∫vt\« aNtg du;z|sn; Í|Nt; 10

∫OTv| ht; vÅx; îv ∫Oimm\ fit pittv|n\« Fo∂fn pR~R;
∫Im; avdt\ aSy du;z|snSy r≈m\ p|Sy|im îit«
FIœ|y|m\ ijt|; p|ˆœv|; êOpƒ| sh vnm\ gtvNt;»

(a) Translate ‘rj yudhihira duryodhanena krym jita.’ (line 1) [3]

(b) What items were lost by Yudhihira? (line 2) [5]

(c) Translate ‘ante pavnm bhry draupad nma api
tena jit’. (lines 3 and 4) [5]

(d) How did Dusana initially grab Draupad? (line 5) [1]

(e) What did Draupad cry out to Ka as Dusana
pulled her garments? (line 9) [2]

(f) What, in line 12, does Bhma say he will do? [3]

(g) Narrate in detail the story in which Draupad is rescued by Bhma from
the advances of Kcaka. What significance does this story have for you?
Write about 150 words in total. [8]

[Total: 23 + 27 = 50 marks]

END
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