
Tuesday, 10 May 2005

Sanskrit  –  Basic Level

Paper 1
Time:  1 hour and 30 minutes

Instructions to Candidates                                                               __________________________________________________________________________

Answer ALL questions.

Write your answers in the Answer Book provided.  

Information for Candidates                                                              __________________________________________________________________________

In Sanskrit passages, underlined words are glossed.

The marks for the various parts of questions are shown in round brackets:  e.g. (2).

You are reminded of the importance of accurate spelling, punctuation, grammar and orderly
presentation in your answers.  A total of four marks will be awarded for correct spelling of
Sanskrit words in transliteration and Devanaagari.

This paper has three questions.  All blank pages are indicated.
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Answer all THREE Questions.

1. Translate into English:

KàêÃa tracks down the Syamantaka jewel taken by Prasena.

ékd| fsgn; mÅgm\ aNv∂|vt\«  tSy g/Ivf
mi~; SymNtk; n|m a|sIt\«  vng fsgn; 
is,hgn ht;«  is,h; mi~m\ aclm\ a|nyt\«
t] is,h; Ax|~|m\ nÅp f~ Vy|p|idt;« Ax|~|m\

5 nÅp; mi~m\ z|vk|y add|t\«  ku] mi~;
SymNtk; n|m îit ÃW~; aicNtyt\«  vnh
fsgnSy ht; dgh; ÃW~gn dÅ∑;« acla is,hSy 
dgh; aip ÃW~gn dÅ∑;«  aNth mi~; z|vkSy
smIpg ÃW~gn dÅ∑;«  ÃW~m\ z|vkSy smIpg

10 dÅÇ| Ax|~|m\ nÅp; aFozt\ ÃW~gn sh yufim\ 
akrot\ c«  ÃW~; Ax|~|m\ nÅpm\ ajyt\«
Ax|~|m\ nÅp; mi~m\ z|vk|m\ c ÃW~|y 
add|t\«  évm\ mi~; SymNtk; n|m ÃW~gn
lB∂;»

grîva  (m) neck éávaka  (m) male cub

maÃi (m) jewel deha (m) body

àkêa (m) bear éávaká (f) female cub

(23 marks)
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Passage for Comprehension

2. Read through the following passage carefully.  Do not write out a translation, but 
answer the questions which follow.  Your answers should be in English, with 
Sanskrit names in transliteration.

Bhárgava discovers that his pupil, KarÃa, has lied about his caste.

k~R; koNTy|; év pu];«  s| tu tm\ b|lkm\ 
aLp|y|m\ nOk|y|m\ aTyjt\« k~R; sOtgn
nƒ|; rixt; sOtSy pu]; a∫vt\ c«  vIr; 
∫PTv| k~R; ∫|gRvm\ n|m gu®m\ agCçt\«

5 xi]y|; ∫|gRv|y n arocNt« tSm|t\ b/|˜~;
ahm\ îit k~R; ∫|gRvm\ avdt\«  izWy; ∫PTv|
k~R; svRm\ ∂nu;z|S]Sy D|nm\ guro; al∫t«
ékd| tu ∫|gRv; k~RSy ØrO inê|m\ akrot\«
Ãim; k~RSy Ø®m\ f|ivzt\«  k~R; tu n 

10 aFozt\«  inê|m\ ÃTv| ∫|gRv; Ãimm\ k~RSy
ØrO apZyt\«  Tvm\ xi]y; év Tvm\ n b/|˜~;
îit ∫|gRv; k~Rm\ avdt\» 

tyajati abandons éiêya  (m) pupil

súta (m) charioteer dhanuäéástra (n) the science of archery

kêatriya (m) one of the warrior caste úru (m) thigh

rocate is pleasing nidrám karoti sleeps

bráhmaÃa (m) one of the priestly caste kàmi  (m) worm
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(a) Whose son was KarÃa?   (line 1) (1)

(b) In what was KarÃa abandoned as a baby?  (line 2) (2)

(c) Translate ‘karÃaä sútena nadyáä rakêitaä’. (lines 2 and 3) (5)

(d) What lie is KarÃa reported to have spoken in lines 5 and 6 ? (2)

(e) Translate ‘jñánam guroä alabhata’. (line 7) (4)

(f) What misfortune befalls KarÃa in line 9 ? (3)

(g) How did Bhárgava know that KarÃa was of the warrior caste?   
(lines 9 and 10) (2)

(19 marks)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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SET TEXT – RÄMÄYAÀA   (adapted) 

Passage for Comprehension

3. Read through the following Sanskrit passages carefully.  Do not write out a translation 
but answer the questions which follow each Sanskrit passage.  Your answers should be 
in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

A.

sIt|m\ n dÅÇ| r|m; mOŒvt\ vÅx|n\ apÅCçt\ 
ko] sIt| îit«  mÅgm\ gjm\ is,hm\ c 
dÅÇ| ko] sIt| îit s; pun; pun; zokín  
apÅCçt\«  aicrg~ r|m; lXm~; c vÅfim\ 

5 ˚gm\ a|gCçt|m\«  tSy ˚gSy pxO IçnO«
r≈m\ svR] a|sIt\«  s; ˚g; r|mm\ avdt\ 
tv sIt| r|v~gn apHt| îit«  tt\ ¨idTv| 
jq|yu; mÅt; a∫vt\«  r|m; lXm~; c tSy
˚gSy dghm\ adht|m\»

(a) What did Ráma ask the trees, and in what manner did he ask 
the question?   (lines 1 and 2) (3)

(b) Which animals did Ráma approach with his question?   (line 2) (3)

(c) Translate ‘acireÃa rámaä lakêmaÃaä ca vàddham 
khagam ágacchatám’.   (lines 4 and 5) (4)

(d) What did the bird tell Ráma?   (line 7) (3)

(e) Translate ‘tat uditvá jaŒáyuä màtaä abhavat’.   (lines 7 and 8) (3)
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B.

r|m; tyo; smIpg vÅx|~|m\ mÎyh ait„t\« 
s; zrm\ sug/IvSy sodrm\ fit aixpt\« 
∫Oimm\ pitTv| sug/IvSy sodr; aFozt\ tv 
a∂m|Rt\ mÅt; ∫ivWy|im îit«  r|m; tm\  

5 avdt\ sug/IvSy ∫|y|R Tvy| gÅhIt|«  tSm|t\
Tvm\ mÅt; ∫ivWyis îit«  sug/IvSy sodr; 
avdt\ vNdnm\ hg r|m«  mÅt; ∫OTv| ahm\ 
mm a∂m|Rt\ mq≈; ∫ivWy|im îit«  évm\ 
¨idTv| s; mÅt; a∫vt\»

(a) In the midst of what was Ráma standing?  (line 1) (1)

(b) Towards whom did Ráma shoot an arrow? (line 2) (2)

(c) What did Ráma’s victim do before crying out?   (line 3) (2)

(d) Translate ‘rámaä tam avadat sugrîvasya bháryá tvayá gàhîtá’.  (lines 4 and 5) (4)

(e) According to line 6, what retribution will Sugrîva’s brother receive? (1)

(f) Translate ‘sugrîvasya sodaraä avadat vandanam he ráma’.   (lines 6 and 7) (3)

(g) What reason does Sugrîva’s brother give for his gratitude?   (lines 7 and 8) (4)

(33 marks)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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