
C.I.E  SANSKRIT ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY LEVEL
MARKING SCHEME FOR 2005

General Note: In all cases reasonable alternative answers which are not specifically mentioned
in the marking scheme will be accepted, and either some of the marks or all of the marks for
that question will be awarded.  Candidates may use upper or lower case initial letters for
transliterating Sanskrit proper nouns.  By ‘construal’ is meant understanding the meaning of the
words as a sentence and conveying this in the English translation. 

PAPER 1

SECTION A:   PRESCRIBED TEXTS 

1. Hitopadeéa

(a) (Lanman, p. 26, lines 12–23)
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(ii) A deer was befriended by a jackal.  The deer’s friend, a crow, warns him 
against this alliance, but the friendship persists.  The jackal lures the deer into 
a wood where he is caught in the snare of a farmer.  The jackal, intending 
to eat the remains of the deer when the farmer has cut him up, fails to 
help release the deer.  The crow finds the deer and tells him to play dead 
and to jump up at the signal of the crow. [4]

(iii) Having seen the deer in such a condition, he said that it had died of natural 
causes, then he freed the deer from its bonds, and tried to gather up the nets. 
Then, when the farmer had withdrawn a slight distance, the deer, hearing 
the sound of the crow, arising in great haste, ran off.  The jackal was killed by
the stick which the farmer threw towards the deer in rage. [10]

(b) (Lanman, p. 38, lines 9–21)

(i) (a) ‘by the trio of fish’ : tatpuruêa compound
(b) ‘as should be done’ : avyayîbháva compound [4]

(ii) What is not to be, that will not be; if it is to be then it will not turn out 
otherwise.  Why is this antidote, destroyer of the poison of worry, 
not drunk ? [6]

(iii) This verse gives wise advice in a memorable form, the original purpose 
of the Hitopadeéa, which was to educate some otherwise ineducable 
princes in statesmanship. [2]

[ Total:  18 + 12  =  30 marks ]
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2. The Story of Nala and Damayantî

(a) (Lanman, p. 2, lines 14–21)

(i) And Nala, tiger among men, unequalled among people on earth, by reason
of his beauty was like Kandarpa (God of Love) himself in bodily form. 
Now in her presence they praised Nala eagerly and, in the presence
of Naiêadha (King of the Niêadhas) they praised Damayantî again and again. [10]

(ii) Nala captures a swan who promises to tell Damayantî about him, which the 
swan does.  Damayantî, showing signs of love-sickness, is given a svayamvara
(self-choosing marriage competition) by her father.  On his way there, Nala 
is hailed by the celestials who send him to Damayantî as their embassy, 
giving him magic powers to enter her palace.  Thus they meet. [5]

(b) (Lanman, p. 12, lines 13 – 18)

(i) (a) ‘kings’, literally ‘protectors of the earth’: 
tatpuruêa compound

(b) ‘kings’, literally ‘protectors of the earth’:
tatpuruêa compound

(c) ‘they who were smitten by love’:
bahuvrîhi compound [9]

(ii) Those kings entered the amphitheatre, which was radiant and beautified by 
gold columns, through an arch, like great lions entering upon a mountain. [6]

[Total:  15 + 15  =  30 marks ] 

3. Bhagavad Gîtá

(Chap. 2, verses 10–12)

(i) To him, the dejected Arjuna, KàêÃa, smiling as it were, O descendant
of Bharata, in the midst of both armies spoke this statement: [6]

(ii) (a) ‘words of wisdom’: tatpuruêa compound
(b) ‘kings’, literally ‘rulers of men’: tatpuruêa compound [6]

(iii) The PáÃØava brothers have been forced to fight the Kauravas for their rightful 
land.  Arjuna, one of the PáÃØavas, has chosen KàêÃa as his charioteer, 
while Duryodhana, leader of the Kauravas, chose KàêÃa’s armies instead.  
Arjuna goes with KàêÃa to survey the two armies just before the battle and 
is dismayed to see the teachers, relatives etc. that he will have to engage in 
battle.  He throws down his weapon and refuses to fight.  KàêÃa begins to 
tell how the wise do not grieve for the living or the dead since in reality 
although bodies die, life itself cannot cease, and all present will live eternally. [8]

[Total:  20 marks]
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SECTION B:  ESSAYS

20 marks for each of the essays. Candidates are expected to write about 300 words for each of their
answers, making relevant points, and producing a reasoned argument where necessary. Marks should be
awarded on the basis of the following chart.

3

MS Skt. AS  2005

EEssssaayy MMaarrkkss DDeessccrriippttiioonn ooff MMaarrkk CCaatteeggoorriieess

1199 ++
Exceptional work.  Excellent ability to organise material, and thorough knowledge and
full consideration of the essay title.  Really articulate and intelligent answers should be
considered in this category even if there are still flaws and omissions.

1177––1188
Very good.  Close attention to detail of texts, well structured writing, perceptive use of
illustration, good insight when discussing issues.  Ability to look beyond the immediate
material and to show some wider understanding of underlying themes.

1155––1166
Thoroughly solid and relevant work.  Candidate does not simply reproduce information:
can discuss and evaluate material and come to clear conclusion.  Good focus on the
essay title.  Some limitations of insight but coherent, detailed approach and aptly cho-
sen illustrations.

1133––1144

Painstaking.  Sound knowledge of texts, mainly relevant.  Some attempt to address the
essay title, showing some understanding.  Possibly not in full control of material; solid
but indiscriminate.  Some conscientious candidates fall into this category: they tend to
write too much as they are reluctant to leave out anything they have learnt.

1111––1122
Fair relevance and knowledge.  Better organised than in the 9–10 category: the candi-
date probably understands the demands of the essay title without being able to develop
a very thorough response.  Still a fairly simple, black and white approach.  Some ‘learnt’
material but better control and focus than below.

99––1100
Sound, if simple and superficial, knowledge of texts.  Makes assertions without being
able to illustrate or develop points.  Probably still too dependent on memorised odd-
ments but there may be a visible attempt to relate these to the question.

77––88
Some very basic material but not much sense of understanding or ability to address the
essay title.  Very general, unspecific approach.  Random, bitty structure.  Signs of
organisation and relevance should be looked for in case the answer can be considered
for 9–10 marks.

55––66

Marginally more knowledge than in the 0–4 category.  The candidate may have read the
texts but is probably unable to see beyond half-remembered notes.  Insubstantial; very
little relevance.  May have problems writing fair English and will be unable to express
ideas comprehensibly.  

00––44

No discernible material.  Often very inadequate language.  Marks in this category are
awarded almost on the basis of quantity; up to 2 for a sentence or two showing a glimpse
of knowledge, 3 or 4 for several sentences, provided there is also a hint of relevance to
the essay title.  It is possible for a candidate to write a whole page demonstrating no
knowledge at all (has the candidate read the book?), containing only misunderstood
background facts or very vague general remarks unrelated to the essay title.



PAPER 2 UNPREPARED TRANSLATION AND COMPOSITION 

SECTION A:

“Today I shall without delay banish Ráma from here to the forest, and have Bharata con-
secrated as heir-apparent.  Now, however, consider this question as to by what means I
might so arrange matters that Bharata acquires the kingdom but that Ráma can in no way 
do so.”  

However, when she was addressed in this way by the queen, Manthará, with a malicious
expression, intent on obstructing Ráma’s aims, said as follows to Kaikeyî:

“Come on, look now, Kaikeyî and hear my advice as to how only your son, Bharata, will
obtain the kingdom.  Do you not remember, Kaikeyî, or remembering, are you concealing
what is being said to your own advantage ? Do you wish to hear about that from me ?” 

[2 marks for the translation of each 1/4 verse.
Total:   40 marks]   

SECTION B:

nÅpSy pÅ†o; k|yì sm|Ptm\«  a∂un| mm r|Jye 
sv|Ri~ ngr|i~ ∂nen sMpU~|RnIit dÅÇ| s ∫|yRy| 
sh vn|ÍmmgCçt\«

s IvIv∂|in tp|,Sy|crt\«  kd| icTs πl|Nyev˚|–
dt\«  aicre~ pÅ†ud eRh , TyÙ| prm eZvr, punr|gCçt\«

pÅ†ortIv suNdrI ∫|y|RIp tIv/tp|,Sy|crditÃz|∫vc«
pu†O mÅt e s|rod.d| tSy dehmGn|vS†|pyc«  
aNtt; s| pitinrtmn|iGn, Svy, f|Ivzt\»

[40 marks]

END
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