
MS Skt. A-level 2000 1

SANSKRIT  9606  –  OCR A-LEVEL 2000

MARKING SCHEME

PAPER 1. PRESCRIBED TEXTS

1 . The Story of Nala

( i ) Ch. 2,  verses 8–14

( a ) He invited [1/2].  Prefixes (i)  ‘sam’ (altogether) [1/2],  (ii)  ‘ni’ (down / in) [1/2];
root ‘mantr’ (to summon) [1/2];  -aya am + a asa, periphrastic form of perfect [1/2],
root ‘as’ (to be) [1/2]. [ 3 ]

(b) The army filled the earth with the roar of elephants, horses and chariots, with
its forces well decorated with ornaments and many-coloured garlands. [ 5 ]

( c ) ‘But at this very time the two best sages of the gods, wandering, great-souled,
went from here (on earth) to the realm of Indra;  Na arada and Parvata, of great
wisdom and great vows, entered the palace of the king of the gods, much
honoured.’     [10]

(d) Indra was concerned at the failure of warriors and kings, killed in battle, to
arrive in his realm.  Na arada explains that this is because they are all attending
Damayanti’s svayam mvara. [ 4 ]

(ii) Ch. 4,  verses 13–21

( a ) ‘Addressed thus by Nala, Damayanti said (these) words, her eyes bathed by
tears born of grief:  “O king, bowing to all the gods, I choose you alone as
my husband.  This I truly say to you.” ’     [10]

(b) She is trembling and with folded hands. [ 3 ]

( c ) She proposes that Nala and the gods led by Indra all come to her
svayam mvara and that she would then choose Nala. [ 5 ]

[Total:  40 / 2  =  20 marks]
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2 . Hitopades z zzza

( i ) From the dedicatory verses (Lanman p. 16, last four lines, and p. 17, first six lines)

( a ) That it gives skill in cultivated speech, a variety of expressions for all
circumstances, and knowledge of correct conduct or statesmanship. [ 6 ]

(b) ‘Learning is indeed the best of all things, it is said, since it is always
irremovable, priceless and indestructible.’ [ 5 ]

( c ) These stories will impress themselves as a guide to conduct on the young
mind, just as an impression on the (wet clay of an unfired) pot.  These
stories were originally devised, so the story goes, as a way of teaching some
rather intractable princes. [ 4 ]

(ii) From ‘The Elephants and the Hares’  (Lanman p. 36, lines 1 – 11)

( a ) A herd of elephants, due to lack of rain, look for a pool.  The hares living
on the banks get crushed.  One old hare thinks of a remedy.  He addresses
the chief elephant, saying he is a messenger of the moon-god. [ 3 ]

(b) ‘Since these protectors, the hares, are mine, hence, indeed, I am well known
in the world (or among people) as “the hare-marked”.  When the messenger
had spoken thus, the lord of the (elephant) herd said in fright, “This was
done ignorantly.  I will not go (there) again.”’ [ 8 ]

( c ) The hare shows the elephant the trembling reflection of the moon in the
lake, explaining that the moon is trembling with anger. [ 2 ]

(d) Such verses may sum up the story; give a moral; serve as an introduction to a
following story, the verse being repeated at the end of the story.  Being in verse
they are memorable and carry a message which the child will carry for life. [ 2 ]

[Total: 30 / 2  =  15 marks]
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3 . Manu

( i ) Chap. 5, verses 107–109 inclusive

( a ) ‘The learned are purified by forgiveness, the performers of forbidden action
by generosity, those of concealed sin by muttered prayer, the best of knowers
of the Veda by austerity.
‘(Objects) to be purified are purified by earth and water, a river is purified
by its speed, a woman of wicked thought by her menstrual flow, the bra ahman -a
(best of the twice-born) by renunciation.’     [10]

(b) The student must remain chaste and is expected to keep his mind free of
anger, greed, lust and delusion.  The study of the sacred texts is also thought
of as a purifying discipline.  It is the same with the bra ahman -a, and there is
a comprehensive system of penances to restore purity if lost.  As the text
here says (lines 5 and 6), a man may be purified by truth, learning, austerity
and knowledge. [ 4 ]

(ii) Chap. 12, verses 88–90 inclusive

( a ) ‘Twofold is the action taught by the Veda, pravr rtta (participation) and nivr rtta
(withdrawal), (respectively) that which leads to increase of happiness and that
which leads to bliss.  Action done from desire, in this or the next world, is
known as pravr rtta, but (action which is) free from desire and preceded by
knowledge is designated nivr rtta.’     [10]

(b) Heaven is a blessed but temporary state, reliant on worthy acts; the soul is
then reincarnated in a suitable body and this repeats endlessly.  The
transcendence of the five elements implies liberation from Nature, and from
this ‘there is no return’. [ 3 ]

( c ) Verses 118 and 125 of chapter 12 are examples – ‘seeing all in the Self, he
can do no wrong’, ‘he attains Brahman’, etc. [ 3 ]

[Total: 30 / 2  =  15 marks]
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4 . Bhagavad Giiiita a aaa

( i ) Chap. 5, verses 8–10

( a ) “ ‘I do nothing at all’ – thus should think the steady one who knows the
truth, even though seeing, hearing, touching, smelling, eating, going, sleeping,
breathing,;

Speaking, letting go, grasping, opening eyes, closing them; reflecting that
the senses move among the objects of sense.”     [10]

(b) Actions are performed by the gun -as of prakr rti.      [2]
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This is a s zloka or anus wtubh.  [1]     [5]

(ii) Chap. 16, verses 1–3

( a ) “Fearlessness, purity of intellect, unaltering devotion to knowledge, generosity,
self-control, sacrifice, study of scripture, austerity, straightforwardness;

Harmlessness, truthfulness, absence of anger, relinquishment, peace, absence
of slander, compassion for all beings, lack of eager desire, gentleness, sense
of shame, steadiness.”     [10]

(b) The possibilities are endless  –  Ra ama’s perseverence in searching for Sita a;
his renunciation in leaving for the forest etc. etc.     [3]

[Total:  30/2  =  15 marks]
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5 . Upanis w wwwads

( i ) Kat tha Up.  6: 7–8

( a ) “The mind is superior to the senses; the intellect is superior to the mind;
the great soul (mahat) is superior to the intellect; the unmanifest is
superior to the great soul.

But superior to the unmanifest is the supreme Self (purus wa), pervading,
without qualities, knowing which a person is freed and attains immortality.”         [10]

(ii) Br rhad. Up.  4 : 3 : 5–7

( a ) “When sun and moon have set, Ya ajn [avalkya, and fire is out, what is the light
of a man?”

“Speech is his light.  By the light of speech he sits, goes, works and returns.
Therefore, Emperor, where one’s own hand is not seen clearly, there where speech
is uttered one goes.”

“Thus indeed it is, Ya ajn [avalkya.”     [6]

(b) No single way to tackle this question.  Look for knowledge of texts, ability
to reason, etc.     [4]

[Total:  20/2  =  10 marks]
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6 . S Z ZZZan 4 444karabha a aaas w wwwya on Bhagavad Giiiita a aaa

Chap. 18, verse 73

( a ) Of moha he says it is born of ignorance [1];  it is the cause of the ills
(anartha) of all transmigration [2];  it is an ocean hard to traverse [1].
Of smr rti he says this is memory in the context (vis waya) of the truth of
the Self [1] and from the gaining of which there is the release of all the
knots of the heart [2].     [7]

(b) He quotes the Upanis wads to show that whereas before knowing the Self the
soul is in sorrow, through knowledge of the Self all the knots of the heart are
released (which he confirms with a quote from the Upanis wads) and there
is no more sorrow for the seer of that unity (also confirmed from an Upanis wad).   [3 ]

[Total:  10/2  =  5 marks]
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PAPER  2.UNPREPARED TRANSLATION.
UNPREPARED COMPREHENSION AND
PROSE COMPOSITION.

1 .

Purocana being so delighted, now Yudhis wtthira, the virtuous son of Kunti, said to Bhima, Arjuna
and both the twins:

“This evil Purocana thinks we do not suspect his plans.  We have deceived this cruel man.  I think
the time has come for our escape.  Let us set fire to this arsenal, burn up Purocana by leaving him
here, and the six of us, still alive, will run off unseen.”

Now, O king, one evening Kunti contrived to give food to priests.  O Bha arata, some young women
also came, who enjoyed themselves as they pleased, eating and drinking.  At the end of the
evening, they took leave of Kunti and returned to their own homes.  By chance, however, an
outcaste woman who had five sons came to that meal.  She came looking for food with her sons,
as though impelled by fate.  She and her sons imbibed wine and became drunk, overcome with
intoxication.  With all her sons, O king, she slept in that very house, bereft of consciousness,
almost dead, O chief of men.  Then, in the night, when everyone was asleep, a tumultuous wind
blew.  Bhima set fire to the house where Purocana was sleeping.  Then the son of Pan -d du set fire to
the door of the house of wax.

[15 marks]

2 . ( a ) S Zabala a is compared with a jewel [1]  and a king naturally appropriates
jewels [1].     [2]

(b) “Therefore [1]  give [1]  me [1]  S Zabala a [1].    This [1]  (cow) is mine [1]
by right [1],  O twice-born one [1].”   [ 1 mark construal ]     [9]

( c ) He is described as a bull [1]  among sages [1]  and as righteous [1].     [3]

(d) S Zabala a is worth more than [1]  1,000,000,000 cows [1]  or heaps [1]  of
silver [1].     [4]

( e ) He offers 14,000 [1]  elephants [1].     [2]

(f) They are golden [1],  each drawn by [1]  four [1]  white [1]  horses [1].     [5]

( g ) This [1]  is verily [1]  my life [1].     [3]

(h) The repetition of ‘etad eva hi’ [1]  at the beginning of each quarter of
the verse [1].     [2]

[ Total:  30 / 2  =  15 marks ]
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3 .

a|sIdekd|itivÍuto nÅp; purÖno n|m«  tSyEk, im], ySy
n|m tu n kín|ip D|t, km|Ri~ n kín|ip dÅ∑|in«  s v|so–
ictngrmiNvCçNsvR] lokíå∫/mt\«  n k,cnoict, dez,
lBÎv| tu s ivwˆ~oå∫vt\«  aNte s ihm|lydix~dez ék,
ngrm|gCçƒSy nv √|r|i~ iviv∂|in ∫vn|in c|sn\«
ngrmuƒ|npU~Rml,k|rpU~ì c«  suv~Riz˚rzu∫v|t|yn|iNvt|;
f|s|d|Û|sn\«  ngrSy bih®ƒ|newUnt| vÅx| rMy| lt|;
zo∫n| jl|zy|Û|sn\«  tew|mupIr m∂ukr| iviv∂|; ˚g|Û
s=riNt Sm«  jl|zy|n|, tIrewu ye vÅx| ait„Ntew|, p~|Rin
v|yO kMpNte Sm«  ay, dezo mÅg∫yhIno yto ye t]|s,Ste
s|∂umÅg|; z|Nt|Û|sn\»

[ 20 marks ]
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PAPER  3. A . SHORT ESSAYS.
and B . either ( i ) PAANINIAN GRAMMAR

or ( i i) HIGHER LEVEL PROSE COMPOSITION.

A. Short Essays

8 marks per essay.  Candidates should make relevant points, and produce a reasoned argument where
necessary.
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B. (i)  Pa a aaan - ---inian Grammar option

Essay Questions  [8 marks each]

1 / 2. These two questions could be answered in a number of ways.  Sufficient facts should
be given to merit the 8 marks.

3. avyayibha ava, tatpurus wa (with karmadha araya), bahuvrihi and dvandva compounds (or 
sufficient knowledge of most of these) should be evidenced and illustrated.

Technical Questions  [6 marks each]

4. ( i ) All vowels except any time measure of ‘a’.   
(ii) All voiced consonants.
(iii) The semi-vowels (antah h-stha), i.e. y, v, r, l.   

5. (In an upades za  ––  a primary grammatical element of language  ––  a final consonant 
is elided) but not a final t, th, d, dh, n, s or m.   

6. ( i ) A secondary suffix, i.e. one that comes after a primary (kr rt) suffix or after 
another secondary suffix.

(ii) An unvoiced consonant (e.g. c, t, p, etc.).
(iii) The sixth case, genitive.

7. ( i ) manas hi  >  mana ru ` hi  (by sasajus wo ruh h)  >  mana u hi  (by has zi ca)
    >  mano hi  (by a adgun -ah h).

(ii) abhavat s za antih h  >  abhavad s za antih h  (by jhala am m jas zo’nte)  >  abhavaj s za antih h  (by
stoh h s zcuna a s zcuh h)  >  abhavac s za antih h  (by khari ca)  >  abhavaccha antih h  (by 
s zascho’t ti).

8. ( i ) ra ama n 4i  >  ra ama i  (by las zakvataddhite)  >  ra ame  (by a adgun -ah h).
(ii) ra ama bhis  >  ra ama ais  >  (by ato bhisa ais)  >  ra amai ru `  (by sasajus wo ruh h)

>  ra amair  (by upades ze’januna asika it)
>  ra amaih h  (by kharavasa anayorvisarjaniyah h).

9. ( i ) lopah h s za akalyasya:  “According to the grammarian S Za akalya (and therefore not 
agreed to by all), a ‘y’ or ‘v’ (before an ‘as zz  ––  a vowel or voiced consonant  ––
and preceded by any measure of ‘a’) is replaced by a lopa (an elision).”
Accept any appropriate example.

(ii ) at tkupva a) :  (After a ‘r’ or ‘s w’ previous in the same word, a ‘n’ is replaced by a ‘n -’)
even if the following sounds intervene:  a vowel, ‘h’, semi-vowel, k, kh, g, gh, n 4, p,
ph, b, bh, m, a an 4 or nu `m.  Accept any appropriate example.

[continues next page]
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[continuation of option B (i)]

10. ( i ) nadim,  nadyau,  nadih h.
(ii) matau / matya am,  matyoh h,  matis wu.
(iii) dha atoh h,  dha atroh h,  dha atr Rn -a am.   
( iv) gurave,  gurubhya am,  gurubhyah h.    

11. (i)  imperative;     (ii)  optative;      (iii)  perfect.
Accept suitable examples for each.

12. ( i ) light;  this is the absence of stress needed in the pronunciation of a short vowel.
(ii) the name for a short ‘a’,  an ‘e’ or an ‘o’.
(iii) of the same family;  ascertained by equality of mouth position and ‘inner effort’, 

i.e., spr rs wt ta,  is watspr rs wt ta,  etc.
( iv) a word complete with noun or verb endings.
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B.     Or     (ii)  Higher Level Prose Composition

∫rto vepm|noåÖil, ÃTv| r|mmvdt\«  he r|m|hmek|–
=Sy mhto r|JySy p|ln, ktuì n zqoim«  aSm|k,
b|N∂v| vIr| aSm|k, suHdo im]|i~ c ∫vNtmeveCçNtIit«
évmuÙ| ∫rt; sodr, pun; puny|Rcm|nStSy p|dyorptt\«
td| r|mo m∂ure~ Svre~ tmvdt\«  he ∫rt fÃitshj–
gu~E; Tv, svRlokSy    nÅpo ∫ivtu, yoGyoåis«  ah, iptur|dez,
n kd|Pyulmy|im«  yid ∫vto m|t| seh|d†vEZvyRk|&|y|
év, ÃtvtITySm|i∫nR kd|ip cicRtVyimit«  sUyeR ~  sm,
∫|SvNt, r|m, td| ∫rt; fTyvdt\«  he vIr Ãpy| tv
p|dukí fyCç«  t|ıy|, smSte lokí z|iNtmER]I c isÎyt
îit«

tdnNtr, s p®wVy|©/; p|dukí mh|Tmne ∫rt|y | d d | t \ « 
p|dukí f~My ∫rto r|mmvdctudRz vw|R̂ yh, ∫vt; fTy|–
gmn, ftIXye«  mUlπl˚|do ngr|‡Ih; ^S†Tv| ∫vt;
p|duk|ıy|, r|JymcRiyTv| r|Jy, kromIit»

[ 38 marks ]


