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A Write short essays in English on four of the following:

1 It has been said that what is not in the Mahaabhaarata  is nowhere.  Discuss.

2 Do the Laws of Manu advise or do they command ?

3 Are the Upaniswads only relevant to the East, or are they more universal ?

4 How clear is the moral instruction given by Hitopadesza ?

5 Is Krrswn-a portrayed as a man or a god in SZrimad Bhaagavatam ?  Discuss.

6 How do the Laws of Manu treat the subject of reincarnation ?

7 Discuss the part played by animals in the Ra amaayan -a.

8 What aspects of Sanskrit literature would you recommend to someone
with no previous experience of it ?  Give reasons for your recommendations.

9 The Bhagavad Gitaa  has been described as ‘the noblest of scriptures and the 
grandest of sagas’.  Discuss.

10 How has romance been portrayed in the Sanskrit literature you have read ?

[Each essay carries 8 marks.]
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B

Either (i) Paa aaan- ---inian Grammar

Answer one of the first three questions and five from questions 4 – 12.

Essay questions [8 marks each]:

1 Giving examples with translations, explain and name four different classes of suutra
employed by Pa an -ini in his system.

2 The Paan-ini suutras from ‘upadesze’janunaasika it’  to ‘tasya lopahh’  define the scope of ‘it’.  
Using this sequence as an example, show how Pa an-ini’s use of anuvrrtti  (words under-
stood as carried down to consecutive suutras) reduces the number of words he employs.

3 Explain briefly the place in the Sanskrit grammatical tradition of (a) Kaatyaayana,  (b)
Patan[jali,  (c) Bhattttojidikswita, and (d) Varadaraaja.

Technical questions [6 marks each]:

4 Name the suutras which govern the meeting of the word raama  with the endings
(a) bhya am,  and (b) sup.  Show the effect of each su utra.

5 State the sounds named by the following pratya ahaaras :
(a) ic,  (b) khar,  (c) chav.

6 Give the stages of sandhi  change, and the suutras governing these changes, for the
following pairs of words:
(a) raame iti,   (b) tat szivahh.

7 Give the meaning of each of the following when met in a Paan-ini suutra:
(a) hali,  (b) cu`,  (c) it,  (d) it.

8 Explain the following types of pratyaya and give an example of each, translating the
word in which it appears:  (a) krrt,  (b) taddhita,  (c) vibhakti.    

9 Name and illustrate three types of samaasa.  Translate your examples.

10 Complete the following triads and name their vibhakti  :
(a) n4e   ...   ... ,   (b) n4as   ...   ... ,   (c) ...   ...   sup.    

11 Give an example for each of the following sandhi  suutras of its application in bringing
 together two words:

(a) en4ahh padaantaadati,  (b) haszi ca,  (c) che ca,  (d) vrrddhireci.    

12 State three of the following:
(a) the three forms of the fourth vibhakti  for sitaa.
(b) the three forms of the third vibhakti  for dhimat.    
(c) the three forms of the second vibhakti  for mati.
(d) the three forms of the seventh vibhakti  for svasrr.    
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or (ii) Higher Level Prose Composition

Translate into Sanskrit using the Devanaagar i  script and observing the rules of sandhi:

There was a sage known by the name of Ma an -d davya.  He was conversant
with all duties and was devoted to truth and asceticism.  

The great ascetic was once seated at the entrance of his hermitage,
meditating and practising a vow of silence.  Some robbers came there,
laden with plunder.  They were being pursued by the king’s guards.  The
robbers hid in the hermitage.  As soon as they had done so, the king’s
guards came to that spot.  Observing the sage seated there, they
questioned him, saying ‘O sage, which way did the thieves go?’  Thus
questioned, Ma an-ddavya said not a word, faithful to his vow.

The guards, however, on searching that hermitage, soon discovered the
thieves concealed there, together with their plunder.  At this, they
suspected that the sage was helping the thieves and brought him before
the king.  The king sentenced him to be impaled along with the thieves.

The sage, however, though impaled and without food, did not die.  He
remained true to his vow of silence and continued to meditate.

Mahaabhaarata  (adapted)

The following suggestions may, but need not, be used:

devoted, faithful to nirata   (mfn) guard paala   (m)
asceticism tapas   (n) hides antardhaanamm gacchati
seated upavis wtta   (mfn) suspects szan4kate
plunder lupta   (n) impales szuulam aaropayati    

[38 marks]


