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A Write short essays in English on four of the following:

1 What aspects of the Mahaabhaarata  might particularly interest a Western audience?

2 How would you describe the Upaniswads  to someone who had not come
across them before?

3 Outline the scope of laws addressed by the Laws of Manu.

4 Does Hitopades za  have salutary advice for today’s teenagers?

5 The SZrimad Bhaagavatam says of itself that it is ‘enough to fortify faith and
devotion to God in the minds of people who hear and study it’.  Discuss.

6 Would the Laws of Manu  be of use to modern educationalists?

7 What morals, if any, should we draw from the Raamaayan-a ?

8 From your reading of Sanskrit works so far, how is the subject of love treated?

9 ‘The Bhagavad Gitaa  teaches one to equip oneself for the battle of life.’  Discuss.

10 Write an entry for a school magazine.  The entry should be entitled ‘Sanskrit 
literature’.

[Each essay carries 8 marks.]
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B

Either (i) Paa aaan- ---inian Grammar

Answer one of the first three questions and five from questions 4 – 12.

Essay questions [8 marks each]:

1 One of the purposes of Pa an-ini’s system of su utras was to preserve the Sanskrit 
language from subseqent change.  Indicate a few ways whereby this is effected and 
state why this was thought to be important.

2 There are several types of grammatical suutra enumerated in the Sanskrit tradition.  Explain
four of these and give an example of each.

3 There are three main types of  pratyaya  which may follow the dhaatu  in forming a Sanskrit
nominal base.   Explain these, giving an example of each.

Technical questions [6 marks each]:

4 Illustrate three types of samaasa, giving the name of each and a translation of the example.

5 Complete the following triads and name their vibhakti :
(a) ttaa    ...    ... ,       (b)  ...    autt    ... ,       (c) ...    ...    aam.   

6 Give the meaning of each of the following when found in a Paan-ini suutra:
(a) kù,    (b) uut,    (c) khar,    (d) aci.    

7 Show the sandhi form when each of the following pairs of words unite, illustrating any 
intermediate stage.  State the suutra governing each change:
(a) madhu iti,    (b) sitaa eva,    (c) mat ca.    

8 Explain the process of anuvrrtti appearing in successive suutras. Illustrate this process with
an example.

9 Explain the suutra ‘tasmaacchaso nahh pummsi’.    

10 State three of the following:
(a) the three forms of the third vibhakti for sitaa ;
(b) the three forms of the sixth vibhakti for hari ;
(c) the three forms of the fifth vibhakti for aatman ;
(d) the three forms of the second vibhakti for dhaatrr.    

11 For what tenses or moods are the following used?
(a) lott ,    (b) litt ,    (c) latt ,    (d) vidhi lin4 .

12 State the three main Paan-ini suutras dealing with laghu and guru, and briefly explain their 
meaning.

[Turn over
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or (ii) Higher Level Prose Composition

Translate into Sanskrit using the Devanaagar i  script and observing the rules of sandhi:

The courageous Vaalin, wounded, said to Raama:

‘What merit will you gain by this, shooting an arrow at me while I was
fighting with another?  The virtuous Raama is full of generosity and valour, is
devoted to the welfare of all beings, and knows the rules of conduct; this is
what the whole world says of you.

‘Not knowing you, my conviction was that you would not harm me.  Now I
see that you are a wicked creature.  Why have you destroyed me, I who
am without fault, a monkey dwelling in the forest?  We live in the forest, O
Raama, and are but animals who feed on roots and fruits; but you are a
man, O prince!  In order to gratify Sugriva, you have killed me.

‘If you had told me of your purpose, I would have brought Sitaa back to you
today.  I would have killed that evil Ra avan -a who took away your wife.
Now Sugriva has obtained the kingdom wrongfully, since you overcame
me by deception.’

Thus, pierced by an arrow, did Vaalin speak while looking on Raama, after
which he fell silent.

Ra ama ayan -a  (adapted)

The following suggestions may, but need not, be used:

wounded vran-ita  (mfn) fault doswa  (m)
valour virya  (n) purpose artha  (m)
devoted to rata  (mfn) [with 7th case-ending] deception ma aya a  (f)
conviction nis zcaya  (m) falls silent tu us wn -im bhavati
harms himmsayati

[38 marks]


