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AA Write short essays in English on ffoouurr of the following:

11 Discuss the interplay of love and war in the Mahábhárata.

22 Are the Laws of Manu relevant in our democratic age ?

33 Does Hitopadeéa live up to its name by ‘pointing out that which is beneficial’ ?

44 Are the teachings of the Upaniêads practical ?

55 Do the Laws of Manu offer any useful advice to modern monarchy ?

66 What advantages are there in reading Sanskrit literature in the Sanskrit 
language rather than in translation ?

77 Discuss the theme of loyalty in the RámáyaÃa.

88 The çrîmad Bhágavatam says of itself: ‘When a scripture like this is available,
what is the use of other texts ?’ Comment.

99 Why is the Bhagavad Gîtá one of the most commented upon texts 
known to humanity ?

1100 In the Sanskrit literature you have read so far, what kind of ‘world picture’
has been portrayed ?

[Each essay carries 8 marks.]
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BB

EEiitthheerr ((ii)) PPááÃÃiinniiaann GGrraammmmaarr

Answer oonnee of the ffiirrsstt tthhrreeee questions and ffiivvee from questions 4 – 12.

Essay questions [8 marks each]:

11 Illustrating with examples, outline the categories into which PáÃini’s grammatical 
sútras are traditionally divided.

22 Show how the addition of prefixes and a system of suffixes enable a dhátu to
give rise to an enormous variety of words.

33 Giving examples with translations, outline the system of compound words as 
traditionally viewed.

Technical questions [6 marks each]:

4 Of what sounds are the following pratyáháras the names?
(i)  aic, (ii)  khar, (iii)  éar.
(Where possible state the answer in collective terms rather than as individual sounds.)

55 Explain the following terms:  (i)  ghoêa, (ii)  karma, (iii)  kàtpratyaya.

66 Explain sútra ‘upadeée’janunásika it’, giving an example of its application.

77 Explain the formation of ‘rámáya’ from ráma + åe, naming the sútras applying at each 
step of the transformation.

88 Give all the stages of sandhi change, as well as the sútras governing those changes, 
for the following pairs of words:  (i)  abhavat hi, (ii)  guro asti.

99 Explain in detail the following sútras, giving an example of the application of each:
(i)  iko yaÃaci, (ii)  Œáåasiåasám inátsyáä.

1100 State the following:
(i) the three forms of the 3rd vibhakti for sîtá
(ii) the three forms of the 1st vibhakti for dhátà
(iii)the three forms of the 7th vibhakti for hari
(iv)the three forms of the 6th vibhakti for sarva (masc.)

1111 Give the meaning of each of the following when met in a PáÃini sútra:
(i)  ati, (ii)  pu ̀  , (iii)  guÃa.

1122 Complete the following triads and name their vibhakti :
(i)  am .....   ..... , (ii)  Œá .....   ..... , (iii)  .....   .....   ám.

[Total:  38 marks]

[[TTuurrnn oovveerr
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oorr ((iiii)) HHiigghheerr LLeevveell PPrroossee CCoommppoossiittiioonn

Translate into Sanskrit using the Devanágarî script and observing the rules of sandhi:

Then at the height of fury, the valiant son of Daéaratha addressed his
enemy:

“Having carried away my wife, you are no hero!  Today with my
arrows, I shall hurl you to the abode of Death.  Your head, severed
by my weapon, will fall into the mud of the battlefield where animals
will devour it.  Vultures will drink your blood as your body lies motion-
less on the ground.”

Speaking in this way, Ráma unleashed hundreds of arrows aimed at
RávaÃa.  At the same time, RávaÃa was wounded by rocks thrown
by monkeys.  Seeing RávaÃa weakened, his charioteer drove the
chariot hastily away from the battle.

RávaÃa, his eyes red with anger, addressed his charioteer:

“Am I bereft of valour and energy, that you leave the battlefield with-
out my permission ?  Certainly this was not an act of friendship or
devotion; only an enemy would act as you have.”

The wise charioteer replied:

“I am neither afraid, nor mad, nor your enemy.  Observing your
fatigue, I saw not your proud confidence.  My steeds were bewildered
in the heat of battle.  For these two reasons I left the battle.  Now
issue any command you wish, and I shall fulfil it.”

RámáyaÃa (adapted)

The following suggestions may, but need not, be used:

hero vîra  (m) drives váhayati
Death yama  (m) red rakta (mfn)
mud paåka  (m) confidence viévása (m)
wounded vraÃita (mfn) bewildered vyákula (mfn)
rock éilá (f) heat tápa (m)
weakened durbalîkàta (mfn) fulfils púrayati

[38 marks]
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